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Y
ou know what I’m going
to say, don’t you? It’s
beginning to look a lot
like Christmas. Which,
frankly, is a relief after last
year, which never really got

around to looking like anything remotely
festive! So, to make up for lost time, we’ve
gone all out this issue to get you in the
mood for family celebrations, drinks with
friends and shopping (and eating) galore.

The home really comes into its own at
this time of year, whether it’s snuggling up
by the fire or baking mince pies with the
kids in the kitchen. If you’re looking for
delectable decorations, look no further
than Dobbies. We caught up with their
experts to find out what the key trends are
this season and how to utilise plants.

Why not extend the magic to your
children’s bedrooms? Little Folks Furniture,
in Warminster, have some charming ways
to add a touch of festive cheer, and even
have a suggestion on how to involve the
kids in making their own decorations.

Of course, the heart of the home for
many people is the kitchen, which is why
we’ve brought you advice from a selection

of kitchen design experts so you can make
sure you’re ready to cook, bake and baste
while entertaining your friends and family
in the most important room in the house.

Shopping will be high on your to-do
list right now, so to help you on your
way, we’ve put together a selection of
the choicest gifts from Wiltshire, from
beautiful botanical drinks to handmade
kitchen knives to skydives. Something for
everyone! While you’re present-hunting,
bear in mind what to wear. We sought the
advice of Kat Jackson, owner of Curate on
Marlborough High Street, who suggests
outfits for every occasion, from Christmas
parties to winter walks.

And last but not least, we are delighted
to bring you an interview with Helen
Browning, who has led the campaign for
organic farming since she entered the
industry as a young woman. She talks to
us about Brexit, veganism and, of course,
her beloved pigs.

Until next time!

EMMA STOWELL-CORTEN
Features Writer
emma.stowell-corten@newsquest.co.uk

‘We’ve gone all out
this issue to get you in
the mood for family

celebrations, drinks with
friends and shopping
(and eating) galore’
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Hester Grainger chatted to Dobbies horticultural director,
Marcus Eyles and Christmas buyer Lynsey Abbott about
key festive trends and how to use plants in your scheme

CHRISTMAS
VIBES

D
obbies, the UK’s leading
garden centre retailer, has
revealed its top suggestions
for people looking to
incorporate plants into
their Christmas look this

year. Horticultural director Marcus Eyles
shares his top plant picks for winter 2021
to complement Christmas themes, giving
a wealth of inspiration for their Christmas
décor this season.

“As families get ready to reunite, and
friends prepare to party, the latest insights
from the UK’s largest garden centre retailer
suggest that people will want to pull out
all the stops when it comes to their festive
interiors this year, in a bid to make their
homes Insta-ready from all angles and make
Christmas 2021 extra special.
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“Christmas is about more than trees and
wreaths, as there are a whole host of stunning
plants and houseplants which can enhance
your home. And, given the proper care and
attention, these plants can last well beyond
the ringing of the bells on New Year’s Eve,
so they really are the gift that keeps on giving
and a worthwhile investment.

“Each of our themes this year have a
unique style so I have created a tailored
selection that will really complement the key
colours and add a splash of botanical beauty
to each look,” Marcus explains.

A theme for everyone
For Yuletide Wonder, Dobbies take on
traditional Christmas décor. Classic plants
such as Red Amaryllis, Red Cyclamen and
Red Anthurium continue the warm colour

scheme. Yuletide Wonder features bold scarlet
and luxe gold tones, so outdoor plants like
Skimmia rubella, Picea glauca albertiana
Conica will help tie the outside in and create a
natural flow from home to garden.

Mystical Woodland embraces rustic
tones to create an authentic feel, Marcus
suggests incorporating earthy evergreens
including Holly Green, Ivy Green and
Buxus into tablescapes and décor. To carry
the theme outdoors, Contorted Hazel

Contorta, Bay Trees and Box Topiary are
the top picks. Winter Glamour is Dobbies
Instagrammable theme for 2021 and features
a glamorous look and feel. To incorporate
some greenery into this polished look,
Marcus recommends indulgent plants such as
White Cyclamen, succulent Stephanotis and
glamorous Gardenia.

To continue the lavish theme outdoors,
Christmas Rose, Lenten Rose and Silver Birch
are the top choices for an elegant garden
area. For the moody and chic Midnight
Reflections look, Marcus advises on plants
like Paperwhites and white Hyacinth to add a
subtle finishing touch without detracting from
the overall effect.

Blue Spruce, Ivy White, Holly White
and Viburnum tinus are timeless plants
that will also enhance the festive glow in

CHRISTMAS

‘Mystical Woodland
embraces rustic tones

to create an
authentic feel’
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this glamorous theme. For Dobbies most
colourful Christmas theme and my favourite,
Festive Bazaar, Marcus suggests opting for
an eclectic mix of pink and blue Hyacinths,
paired with Christmas Cherry (Solanum) to
really amplify the overall décor. Callicarpa,
Vaccinium and Pyracantha the perfect
outdoor additions and will bring a pop of
colour to winter gardens, tying the outdoors
into this fun theme.

To finish off the elegant Champagne
Sparkle look, Marcus recommends dainty and
delicate plants including Camellia and White
Amaryllis so as not to overwhelm the muted
palette in this theme. If you are looking to
bring some drama to the décor, Christmas
Cacti, Sarcoccoca, Variegated Rubber Plant
and Spider Plant (Chlorophytum) present
beautiful contrasting textures and will make
the Champagne Sparkle accessories pop.

More is more
Festive home embellishments will be on a
larger scale than ever before according to
Dobbies and they are set to have its widest
ever selection of Yuletide adornments,
allowing customers to decorate and dazzle on
a whole new level.

Christmas Buyer at Dobbies Garden
Centres, Lynsey Abbott, said: “2021 is all
about being reunited over the festive period
with the ones we cherish most in life, and our
homes will play a central role in this.

“We believe that this year people will really
want to shake up their interiors and transform
what has been their living/cooking/eating/
working/entertaining space into something
completely different, and our six themes are
here to inspire, no matter the style or look
you are aiming for.

“Yuletide Wonder, Winter Glamour and
Midnight Reflections all offer a range of
luxe looks, with a different colour palette
and tones to complement a range of interior

Hyde Road, Stratton St Margaret,
Swindon, SN2 7SE.
dobbies.com

CHRISTMAS

styles. The red on red tones from Yuletide
Wonder is a particular favourite of mine.

“A lot of us have spent more time in the
great outdoors than ever before, as it provides
a sanctuary to switch off from busy lives.
At Dobbies we want to celebrate this by
bringing the outdoors in, with our Mystical
Woodlands theme, bringing together a host
of natural inspired elements to create a Scandi
inspired, rustic feel. For those that are looking
for a different take on glitz and glamour,
Champagne Sparkle and Festive Bazaar will fit
the bill, with pastel, soft textures contrasting
with moody jewel tones and pops of colour.
We have come a long way from the Christmas
tree being the sole focus for decorations.
This year well see other elements of the home
reflecting Christmas themes through stylish
staircase garlands, glamorous garden lighting
and chic tablescapes.”

‘A lot of us have spent more time in the
great outdoors than ever before, as it provides a

sanctuary to switch off from busy lives’
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The festive period is almost upon us, and with that comes a flurry of visitors.
So if your bathroom is ready for a pre-Christmas update, let us help you

Clean BREAK

Burnished bronze twin bathroom light,
£145, coxandcox.co.uk

Karlskoga dimmable decorative bathroom
wall light, £199, made-to-last.co.uk

Editor’s
PICK

L-shaped 1700 shower bath, £389.99, bathroom.co.uk

Angelica bathroom storage jar,
£42, ellajames.co.uk
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Mollie black-framed round
bathroom mirror, £54.99,

bathroom.co.uk

Rattan bathroom bin, £85,
rebeccaudall.com

Apollo square LED bathroom
light, £89, made.com

Toba bathroom set, £95, oka.com

Corsica gloss white wall-hung vanity
unit, £299.99, bathroom.co.uk

White Kagera bathroom tappp, £129.99,
dowsingandreynoldsss.com

Eichholtz Devon
bathroom rack, £570,

sweetpeaandwillow.com
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HOME FRONT
S H O P P I N G • N E W S • D E S I G N • T R E N D S

Three RUGS we LOVE

Diamonds rug in goldAtlas rug in vibrant orange Zig Zag rug in natural wool

Keeping with our
orangey vibe this

month, how chic is
this shade from
Mind The Gap?

mindtg.com

All of these rugs are £396 and available from cosycoco.com

How adorable and seasonal
is this autumn bedroom

inspiration from Furniture
and Choice? Featuring the
Lexington bed in oatmeal,

imagine a lazy Sunday
morning in this room with

the papers, good coffee and
fresh pastries.

£499, furniturechoice.co.uk

HUNKER
DOWN

SHINE ON
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FEATHERY
DECOR

So on-trend, so
instagrammable and so classic.

We love these dried Stipa
Feathers in orange (£35.99)

from Dowsing and Reynolds.
dowsingandreynolds.com

Light up
Cosy candles are perfect for
the colder months and the

run-up to the festive season.
This orange and cinnamon

scented candle from Bombay
Duck is so seasonal, it’s an

absolute must-have this year.
£16.50, bombdayduck.com

We are all about
changing up our

crockery in-line with
the seasons. This

collection from The
Houseful is definitely

on the list
for autumn.

£16, thehouseful.com

Seasonal
TABLE

Gosh! We love
this paper by
Leigh Bagley.

It’s so retro and
utterly stylish.

newmor.com

The
STRIPES

have it

DOOR APPEAL
Who says that wreaths are just for
Christmas? This harvest-themed

wreath is our favourite
thing this month!

£45, etsy.com/uk/market/
woodland_wreath
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Little Folks Furniture, based in Warminster, specialises
in designing, manufacturing and supplying nursery and

children’s furniture made from sustainably-sourced timber

KID-FRIENDLY
FURNITURE

F
ootsteps scatter the hallway
in a flurry of excitement,
stockings lay waiting to be
filled, and the watchful eyes
of little ones are searching
the sky for magical twinkling

lights. The night before Christmas is always
one to remember, anchored in tradition and
memories. But with all the anticipation, how
can the night before Christmas, and every night
of the season, be made just a little calmer to
ensure we’re all well-rested and ready for the
big day ahead?

Christopher Lusty, the founder of
Warminster-based Little Folks Furniture, has
been designing, manufacturing and supplying
nursery and children’s furniture for 25 years.
Here he shares his expert advice...

Encouraging sleep before the big day
is sometimes a challenge, but sticking to a
routine, reading festive night-time stories and
tucking children into a cosy bed will all help
with promoting relaxation and rest.

No matter what age you are, a comfortable
bed helps us all sleep soundly at night.
Choosing the right one for your child and their
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can be used as single beds until they or their
siblings reach an age where they can use the
ladder safely.

Once the sharing phase is over, everyone
can have their own space again, and you could
even move one of the beds into the guest room
or office. This ability to adapt to changing
needs and phases means that these designs are

a good investment from the outset.
If space is short, a daybed might be

the perfect solution as it’s inherently
multifunctional and can be used as a sofa and
single bed. A common myth is that all these
types of designs cannot be as roomy as your
traditional single bed. All our beds of this kind
are full-size singles and suitable for adult use,
so can be used by the whole family.

The other key element to a good night’s
sleep is the right mattress. Buying a mattress
for a child is a significant investment. After all,
it is a decision that affects your sleep as much
as theirs, and it is important to get it right for
small, growing bodies.

Children tend to move around in their sleep
more than adults, therefore, the mattress needs
to be more responsive and able to rebound
back into shape. Young people are constantly
changing as they grow, and a more supportive
mattress will be able to react to these changes
and provide greater comfort.

All the reasons why we only do proper
spring interior mattresses, which give you the
same responsiveness day in day out, year after
year. Our mattresses have been developed to
offer long term support and comfort and with
100% cotton covers so they breath properly –
necessary for long term health – and traditional
tufting to make sure everything stays in place
over a long time.

Obviously, with Christmas just around the
corner, parents will be wanting to bring some
seasonal cheer to their child’s bedroom. Some
of the easiest ways to sprinkle a little magic are
to hang festive banners and garlands around
the room. Try making your own snowflake
or star garlands from paint and paper cutting

space is paramount. There are so many options
available now, high-sleepers, mid-sleepers, bunk
beds, small doubles, single beds, and day beds.
The vast range of designs available presents the
opportunity to be creative and make the most
of your child’s room.

High-sleepers give you the option to place
freestanding furniture underneath, such as
a desk or futon and give your child different
zones for homework, socialising and sleep.

Mid-sleepers are a great choice for slotting
in extra storage like a chest of drawers without
losing vital floor space. Bunk beds are still the
most popular option. Bunks that convert into
single beds are in high demand. They are often
chosen as a child’s first ‘grown up bed’ as they

No matter what age
you are, a comfortable
bed helps us all sleep

soundly at night
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techniques. There i’s no need to buy special
materials, you can often craft wonderful things
just from having a look in the recycling box. If
you have the space, you could even add some
boxes decorated as presents – why not make
them together as a festive activity? – and place
them by a small tree or under a tree motif on
the wall.

Alternatively, try creating some
stencilled or potato print
Christmas wall art to help
decorate plain walls. Other ways
ooA f adding a festive flair simply

and inexpensively, include filling jars with
painted pine cones and twigs you’ve collected,
and then hanging hand-crafted decorations
from them.

An easy touch that is suitable for all ages
would be switching out the duvet cover for
something with a festive print, such as stars or
reindeers. Layering the bed provides a snuggly
space within which to curl up with a Christmas
story. Blankets with wintry designs can be used
throughout the season rather than just during
Christmas itself, and the odd scatter cushion
or two can really help change up the space and
add some cheer.

There is no need to stick to the traditional
Christmas colour palettes for your seasonal
styling. Instead, work with the interior scheme
that already exists in the bedroom and bring in
festive themes through shapes and materials.

Little Folks’ designs are all specified by the
team right down to the last dovetail, ladder
step and gap between rails. To ensure safety,
we have built some of the most sophisticated
test equipment putting every product through
its paces at our in-house facility. Safety is one of
the most important aspects of furniture design.
It is one thing to design furniture specifically
for children, but you also need to be confident
that those designs will live up to the everyday
stresses required of them and continue to be
safe for years to come.

We also champion sustainability. The bed
frames are made from solid hardwoods and
each piece of timber is sustainably sourced
from managed forests.

littlefolksfurniture.co.uk

Get everyone crafting this Christmas with
an easy-to-make paper garland that takes
just three simple steps.

What you’ll need:
• Paint and paint brushes or rollers
• Thin card or thick paper
• String or wool
• Children’s scissors
• A clear crafting space

Step one: Completely cover your sheet
of paper or card in paint using brushes or
rollers.

You’re aiming to add texture to the
paint finish to achieve a real leaf look, so
have fun getting messy and don’t worry if
it’s not silky smooth.

Mix colours together to add interest or
keep it simple and use solid colour.

Step two: Once the paint has dried it
is time to make your shapes. Choose a
combination of different foliage styles
and berries, and mix up the sizes to make
sure your garland has variety.
If you prefer not to cut freehand, there
are free leaf templates available online.

Step Three: Carefully pierce a hole in the
top of each leaf, and thread each one
onto your piece of string or wool.

All that’s left to do now is find the
perfect place to hang your beautiful new
garland.

Make a paper garland
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Fashion designer Henry Holland has applied his creative skills to launch a new homeware
collection in collaboration with digital department store Freemans

Bring the CATWALK home

F
ashion designer Henry
Holland is known for his
bold designs, slogan T-shirts
and quintessentially British
clothing brand – so perhaps it
is no surprise the founder of

House of Holland is equally at home in the
world of interiors.

From the catwalk to ceramics,
contemporary textiles and soft furnishings,
Holland is launching Henry Holland Modern
Living, an exciting new homeware collection
and collaboration with digital department
store, Freemans. It is a crafted collection of
100 considered and affordable pieces, which
stay true to Holland’s design aesthetic and
interiors vision, with a nod to iconic designs
from the 1970s.

“It definitely has a slightly retro feel
to it because of my love of modern, mid-
century shapes, forms and pieces,” says the
Ramsbottom-born designer. “And then we
introduced my personal touches of texture
and colour to the soft furnishings and some
of the printed pieces.

“It’s been really lovely to build something
that feels cohesive, but also, it’s got some
standout individual pieces along with
beautiful, forever pieces people can have in
their home for many years,” Holland adds.

The 38-year-old, who lives with his
husband, designer David Hodgson and
their French bulldog Peggy in East London,
closed the door on his House of Holland
label in March 2020. On reflection, he thinks
the biggest crossover between fashion and
interiors is in the texture and manufacture of
the product.

Modern Livinggg Wobble Glass
Vase, Turquoise, £30, Freemans
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“As a designer, every time you work
with a different fabrication, it teaches you a
completely new set of rules. Working with
lace is completely different to working with
silk, and vice versa,”notes Holland. “I think it
can create completely different emotions and
feelings and when you’re working in fabric.

“With fashion, it’s very much about
how it moves and how it drapes, but with
homewares its much more about emotions
you can create through texture, how it makes
you feel and what you get back from a room.”

The majority of the range is available
now, but Holland says there’ll be other pieces
coming a little later. “It’s been really nice to
work across all the different categories, soft
furnishings, furniture, ceramic and glass,
lighting and build something that’s a full
collection.”

Hero pieces include a stunning cream
boucle sofa with corresponding accent
chair. “He’s called Shaun because I think it
looks like Shaun the Sheep [from the kids’
TV series],” Holland continues. “I love the
glass-fronted cabinet and some of the larger
scale things. Working in 3D with the furniture
pieces was amazing for me, I found that really
fulfilling and exciting. But then, you know I
love the kind of abstract shapes, the mirrors, I
mean it’s really hard to cheat.”

A number of framed posters feature within
the range and give swift insight into the
aesthetic behind the collection. “The artwork
and prints are definitely something we want to

Lie With Me two seat sofa, £799; The
Rug That Shagged Me, from £99;
Cushions from £19; Cock-A-Hoop Large
Cup Shaped Planter, Terracotta, £60;
Full Bean Blob Mirror, £99; Big Bean
Blob Mirror, £69; The Little Guy Ribbed
End Table, £149, Freemans

Shaun Ursa Boucle
Chair £249; Minty
Henry Floor Lamp
Tripod Base – Mint,
£99; Hoopla Planters,
from £35, Freemans

build on,” says Holland. “The ‘Reclaim Your
Joy’ is actually something that came from one
of my acupuncture appointments. He said,
‘You just want to reclaim your joy’, and I said
I couldn’t have put it better myself.

“I really like the feeling behind that phrase.
It really reflects what people are needing from
their home at the moment and with a lot of
pieces in the collection, that’s what we’re
trying to help people to do.”

Holland has also launched Henry
Holland Studio. Recent projects include a
series of beautifully designed ceramic dinner
chargers for a private dinner held by Moët
& Chandon, as well as a striking collection
of rugs in bold, psychedelic patterns for
rug dealer FLOOR_STORY as part of the
London Design Festival 2021.

“I kind of found it as a creative outlet
when I stepped back from fashion,” explains
Holland. “I just really fell in love with the
process of making things with my hands.
It’s probably the first time in 15 years when
I can’t look at my phone for several hours,
because I’m so involved. Working in 3D is a
new experience from working in fashion and
I’m really enjoying it, and working on more
and more of it when I can.”

Does he miss the fashion industry? “Yes
and no,” he quips. “I’ve not turned by back on
it, and I’m still working on a few consultancy
and fashion projects, but it’s been really
nice to have a break. As an industry, it’s all
encompassing and the pace at which you’re
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working is insane, and you don’t realise it’s
abnormal until you step back.

“I’m having to put a lid on myself and
make sure I’m not giving too much and
recreating that same unattainable pace,
because it’s almost like I’m pre-conditioned
to work in that way,” Holland reflects. “A lot
of people in the homeware world are kind of
surprised at how quickly I’ve moved with that
type of thing, but I’m like, ‘Well, if this was
fashion, I would have designed and delivered
six collections already this year’.

“So you know, it’s crazy when you do the
comparison. But of course, I still love fashion
and always will. And now I just get to enjoy
it as a personal hobby, and not so much of a
work thing for the moment.”

A self-confessed shopaholic,
Holland admits it is wonderful
to go to the menswear
department and not to be
thinking, ‘What would I be

doing if that was me?’
“When you’re a designer you tend to shop

with your hands. You go through the rails
and you’re constantly feeling all of the fabrics
and looking at, you know, the trends, and
then you start looking at the country of origin
labels to see where people are making things,
and it just ruins the experience.

“For a shopaholic, you just want to
know if it’s going to fit you and look good
for a certain event or whatever, but you’re
constantly distracted by how something’s
been made, or where it’s been made, so it
has freed me up to really just enjoy being
a shopaholic!”

Whether it is fashion or interiors, the end
goal at the end of the week for this power
couple is to switch off and unwind. Today,
like so many of us, Holland and Hodgson –
who is creative director for handbag designer
Lulu Guinness – have found refuge within
their four walls.

“That's why we’ve got so much into our
home and creating a sanctuary for ourselves,”
says Holland. “We tend to go 10 to the dozen
during the week and then we really need to
have a space to chill and relax in, where we
feel comfortable.

“So that’s what has driven a lot of the
homewares really, creating a space and
sanctuary for downtime.

“People often ask me, ‘When do you
relax?’, and I usually reply, ‘When I'm
unconscious!’ When you have a career and a
creative brain, it doesn’t ever seem to stop.
And I wouldn’t change that for the world, but
you’re constantly looking at new things and
trying to formulate new ideas in your head of
how you would do something differently.

“I think that’s the definition of a creative
brain,” says Holland. “But sometimes you
just need that switch off time when you’re
watching crap TV.”

Henry Holland Modern Living for
Freemans is now available.

‘Reclaim Your Joy’ Framed
Poster, £49, Freemans

The Big Guy Ribbed Coffee
Table,,, £199,,, Freemans

Long Tall Sally Metal two-door
Highboard, £399; Long Ripple
Ceramic Shaped Vase, White,
£40; Knickerbockerglory 3
Level Glass Vase, Amber/Opal/
Lilac, £35, Freemans

Vista Cushion, £19, Freemans
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Get as much beauty out of your furniture as you can with the help of master of
maximalism Laurence Llewelyn-Bowen’s magnificent new pieces

TOUCH of GLAMOUR

L
aurence Llewelyn-Bowen has
been back on our televisions,
lighting up the screen with
his starring role in Changing
Rooms, but for those who
want an even greater LLB

fix, home office essential retailer The House
Office has a new range of desks designed by
the king of maximalism.

The three-strong collection of console
tables combine sleek elegance with a bold art
to create a truly striking office centrepiece.

The Avanti Shangri-La console table is
dominated by a deep blue hue, with a delicate
pattern of flowers and birds in contrasting
gold, while the Avanti Mayfair Lady is a
floral masterpiece, which brings together
mid-century vibes and a burst of colour. The
blissfully bright Avanti Club Tropicana is
everything the name suggests with its swathe
of palm leaves dominating the desk.

“A desk might be something of an office
essential, but it can still be fabulous, as this
trio designed by Laurence shows,” reckons
Sara Dawson, founder of The House Office.

“Laurence is someone who is never afraid
to push the boundaries of interior design.
And like all his signature makeovers, these
desks are vibrant, maximalist and exude
personality. These gorgeous desks are both
fun and functional, and are sure to bring
character to even the most corporate of home
office spaces.”

Each of these beautiful desks are priced at
£212 and really are as beautiful as they look
in these images. They’re real showstoppers.
Why not bring a touch of Laurence to your
home office?

thehouseoffice.co.uk
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Give your little bundle of joy a haven that will have them sleeping
soundly with the help of the experts at Evie and Skye

MY FIRST BEDROOM

I
s there a more joyous experience
than designing a newborn’s
nursery or a toddlers transitional
bedroom? Tiny Tot rooms need to
be functional to create the perfect
wonderland of dreams, but they also

demand a healthy dose of whimsical magic.
The challenge, however, when it comes

to childrens décor is it can be very twee or
predictable. This exact conundrum led Evie
and Skye to design a sophisticated yet playful
range of children’s cushions. The collection
encourages parents to create charming yet
imaginative bedrooms for their precious Tiny
Tots. The perfectly petit collection of Tiny
Tot cushions range in colour from soft and
calm to bold and bright.

Each square cushion is made from 100
per cent eco-cotton brushed for a luxuriously
smooth touch and sized at 30cm for little
heads to rest upon. As loving mothers,
Caroline and Dani, the company’s co-
founders, know only too well that children’s
rooms evolve and can often morph from
whimsical pastels to cheerfully contrasting

colours, which is why they launched with an
extensive colour palette. “Kids’ rooms are not
stagnant spaces, which is what makes them so
much fun to design,” says Caroline.

Evie and Skye’s Tiny Tot cushions are the
perfect gift for the newest family members
arrival or for wrapping beautifully under
the Christmas Tree. The cushions can be

collected over time or styled to perfection
from day one – the choice is totally yours!

Also, we have the exclusive news that Evie
and Skye and Canterbury Bears are working
together to create a collection of bunnies and
bears, launch date December 2021!

evieandskye.com
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Local kitchen makeover experts are here to help with your Christmas gatherings
with their advice on how to decorate the heart of your home this winter

KEEP IT FESTIVE

W
e’re pretty sure that at
the top of everyone’s
Christmas list this
year is spending
time with friends
and family. We all

remember what a wash-out last year was!
A fire burning in the grate, lights twinkling

on the tree, the scent of pine needles filling
the home... they all add up to the perfect
festive atmosphere. But as we all know, the
kitchen is the heart of the home, especially at
Christmas time! Whether it’s sipping a sherry
while basting the turkey or chatting to visitors
as they’re roped in to prep the sprouts – no
matter how fabulous the rest of your home
looks, the kitchen is the one room people are
sure to gravitate towards.

So we asked some of our favourite kitchen
designers for their tips on creating the
perfect family- and guest-friendly kitchen for
Christmas.
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Charlie Smallbone at Ledbury Studio
Charlie Smallbone, who started his kitchen
design business in Devizes back in the 1970s,
advises practical, hardwearing surfaces, with
the option to update through changing the
paint on cabinets when you feel like a change.
But, he says, efficiency is key, particular with
all the hard work guaranteed to take place
over the Christmas period!

“When planning a family-friendly kitchen
always think about efficient working patterns.
Where is your hob in relation to your sink
and fridge? You don’t want too much space
between the key working areas of your
kitchen. Have you got sufficient work surface
surrounding the hob and oven so that there is
somewhere to place hot pots and pans? And
if you are going to put hot dishes directly onto
the worktop, then you'll need to choose a
material that can cope with that.

“If possible, open up your kitchen to the
garden with patio doors. For parents with
younger children, it allows them to prepare
dinner and keep an eye on what’s going on in
the garden. And as kids get older, easy access
to an outside space where they can blow off
steam is always a benefit.

“A practical consideration for a family
kitchen today is somewhere to work for both

adults and children. We include USB points
and charging sockets for phones and iPads
on the island or wherever they’re required.
And you need somewhere to sit in the kitchen
– whether that’s a stool or round a table. It
should be comfortable enough to spend a
morning or a whole day there if you want to.

“As hard working as it is aesthetically
pleasing, the beauty of an island is that it
provides additional space for food prep and
storage – essential for a family kitchen. And by
incorporating a breakfast bar, it can be used
for casual dining too.

“The secret to a successful island is
thinking ahead: how it will be used, its
position in the kitchen, and the all-important
material used for its worktop.”
ledburystudio.com
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Everhot
Graham Duke, director of Everhot, which
makes stunning ranges, reckons Christmas
is all about the food – and we think he has
a point!

“The main thing for me is the overnight
turkey, warmth of the cooker etc. You
can prep so much beforehand and the
number of ovens and large ovens will also
be a bonus. So you can prepare things in
advance and have lots of oven space to
cook them through on the day. Drying fruit
for decoration in the run-up to Christmas
is brilliant in the cooker – an oven set to
60 degrees is perfect so the controllability
comes into it here too.

“An Everhot is a helping hand for big
meals but comes into its own at Christmas.

Mereway Kitchens
Emma Stuart Stephens, of Mereway, believes
with a little thought and planning the kitchen
can become the perfect place for entertaining
for both smaller gatherings or larger parties.

“A key element to feeling comfortable
hosting a party is that you are not
embarrassed by mess and/or clutter, so
having enough efficient storage is very
important. If the waste can be hidden away
discreetly so much the better. Having kitchen
units which incorporate bins should be top of
everybody’s kitchen wish list. If you can also
have deep drawers and plenty of cupboard
space the last-minute clutter, which always
seems to accumulate at Christmas, can be put
easily out of sight. Being able to throw the
Sellotape and wrapping paper in a cupboard
just as the doorbell rings is a wonderful thing!

“A kitchen island is not only a gorgeous
design feature but can be very practical when
hosting guests. With or without bar stools
the island effortlessly turns into a bar area
and a focal point for pre-meal conversation
or somewhere to put your glass when the
dancing starts. If you also have a dining table
in the kitchen area why not push that to the
side of the room and create an additional
space for offering food and drinks. Take
the chairs out of the kitchen and you will be
amazed at how much bigger the space seems,
even in a smaller area. No one will have the
time or inclination to sit down.

“Obviously, this year we will be aware
of the importance of ventilation and if you

Gone are the days of a 4am start to get the
turkey in the oven – with an Everhot cooker
the gentle radiant heat of the simmer oven
can be used to cook your turkey overnight.
The turkey will self-baste using the overnight
method and the long slow cooking process
will infuse the cooking juices with bags of
flavour and makes the best gravy!

“The large ovens will cope with
everything you can throw at them and a
top tip for root vegetables is rather than
watching veg simmer on the hob you can to
use the simmer oven to steam them - this is
much more forgiving and will retain their
colour and crunch without having to time or
keep watch over them.

“And then, arriving home after the
post-lunch walk, the Everhot is the perfect

have a larger group of people you will want
to ensure there is ample room. If you have a
door in the kitchen, and one which ideally
leads out on to the patio keep it open. With
the extra bodies in the room you will be
surprised at how warm it can get.

“Needless to say, we all love Christmas
decorations but make sure they are not in
anyone’s way, put gorgeous festive candles
in alcoves and replace normal kitchen
accessories, such as tea towels, oven gloves
etc, with red ones so that the kitchen is
as dressed as you are! Fairy lights etc can

be mounted over kitchen units to create a
twinkly vibe without being in anyone’s way.
The exception to the out of the way decs
will be the Christmas tree, it needs to be
fabulous and on display as your guests arrive
but perhaps could be moved as the party gets
started.

“Of course, a kitchen is for life, not just
for Christmas, so when you are planning your
next refurb think about how yours will be
used and what features are most important to
you. Happy holidays!”
mereway.co.uk

place to huddle round to warm up and
enjoy a glass of mulled wine that’s been
gentle warming on the cooker while
you’ve been out, (and it will dry your boots
afterwards!)”
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GREEN AGENDA
L I V I N G S U S TA I N A B LY A N D I N T E N T I O N A L LY

RECLAIMED
WONDER
Designed to partner with
the king size headboard,

or be styled solo, this
sustainable bedside table

by Rockett St George
reveals the unique

beauty of turning waste
into treasured pieces of

furniture. Made from FSC
standard OSB board –
which combines wood

chip waste with recycled
paper and water-based
glue – the bedside table

highlights contrasting
colours and textures.
Adding further to the

planet-friendly credentials
of the piece, the legs of

the bedside table are
made from locally

reclaimed pallet wood.
£250, rockettstgeorge.co.uk

Hanging straw shade,
£65, abodeliving.co.uk

Sustainable pendant lamp,
£269, peppersq.com

Sustainable pendant lamp,
£449, peppersq.com

3
SUSTAINABLE
SHADES WE

LOVE
We adore this scented
shell candle from eco
retailer Penny Laine’s.
Made with 100% eco
soy wax, using high-

quality ingredients, it’s
planet-friendly,

vegan-friendly and
cruelty-free.

pennylaines.co.uk

SHELL YEAH!
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COSY STYLE

If you’re looking to
upgrade your soft

furnishings as the nights
draw in, then take a look
at this range from Loft &
Daughter. This cushion
is part of a range made

in partnership with a
women’s cooperative in
Jaipur, which empowers
Indian women to better
their lives through the
income from the block
printing, tassel making
and stitching of these

very cushion covers. £34,
loftanddaughter.com

Ditch the clingfilm and
the foil and instead

invest in this set of three
reusable bowl covers
to keep food fresh .

Pop them in the fridge
or use them to store
food that can be left

on the worktop – they
are designed to be

used again and again
– just pop them in the

washing machine.
helenround.com

COVER up

SNUGGLES!
This Ava Innes

cashmere duvet is
billed as the natural
alternative to feather
or synthetic products.
Filled with a blend of

cashmere guard hair and
a touch of lambswool,
this naturally weighted
bedding is encased in
100% certified organic

cotton, giving thh
g
he

ultimate bb
g
balance of

warmth, weight and
breathability.

£295, avainnes.com

This handmade
macramé rug by artist

Isabella Strambb
y
bio is

as gorgeous as it is
sustaii

g
inable. Soft,

hardwearing and
luxurious, it’s perfect

for any bathroom.
isabellastrambio.com

STRUNG
ALONG
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S
ofas & Stuff’s love of fine art,
textiles and interiors has led
to the creation of an exclusive
new collection of fabrics and
furniture with the V&A, the
world’s leading museum of art,

design and performance. British creativity and
craftsmanship abound in the V&A Brompton
Collection, a fabric range which draws
inspiration from the museum’s expansive
archives and the horticultural history of its site
in London.

Printed in Lancashire, on a brushed cotton
linen union, the evocative and timeless V&A
Brompton Collection fabrics are both soft to
the touch, yet robust enough to deal with the
demands of 21st century living. Designed to
work together, ten rich colourways run across
three of the five fabric designs.

“It was a real honour to be given the
opportunity to delve into the textile and
furniture archives of this great British
institution,” said Andrew Cussins, Founder of
Sofas & Stuff.

“I was thoroughly exhilarated by the
vast array of designs from across the globe,
curated over many years.

“Narrowing down our options to create
the Brompton Collection was a long and
considered process. I feel each pattern
really compliments our British made
sofa collections, across all the fantastic
colourways.

“I am excited to be launching the V&A
Brompton Collection both in store and online
as I know our customers will fall in love with
the British made fabrics and sofas inspired by
the archives of the V&A.”

The inspiration for the imagery has been
carefully selected from a wealth of textile
patterns and botanical illustrations from the
16th to 19th centuries. Statement broken
stripes, exotic birds and floral chintzes mix
with botanical studies in a collection that
is both contemporary and utterly classic
in easy and relaxed shades, or innovatively
reimagined, while retaining the spirit of both

Sofas & Stuff are collaborating with the prestigious V&A to create an incredible
collection of fabrics that must be touched to be believed

TOP OF THE TEXTILES

Whitby unbuttoned Chesterfield sofa in V&AA&A
Brompton Collection Botanical Collage, £2,525

‘I was thoroughly
exhilarated by the

vast array of designs
from across the

globe, curated over
many years’
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brands. All the new fabrics in the Brompton
Collection can be upholstered on to any of
Sofas & Stuff’s bespoke furniture ranges.

“This collaboration with Sofas & Stuff
has given us the opportunity to reinvigorate
precious archive material, transformed with
beautiful colour treatments, resulting in a
timeless and supremely comfortable range
of furniture,” added Lauren Sizeland, V&A’s
head of business development.

“This is a winning combination: a British
brand, respected for their modern yet classic
styling, high quality craftsmanship, natural
materials, and sustainability credentials, fused
with the abundance and authenticity of the
V&A’s magnificent archives.”

Two sumptuous V&A sofa models have
also been created, inspired by furniture
and technical drawings found in the V&A
archives. The classic design of the Pugin
sofa with its high padded back and beautiful
curved sides, that sweep around and
together support the deeply padded seat, is
complimented by stylish cushioned arms for
the ultimate in comfort.

The Brunel sofa harks back to a more
traditional design, reminiscent of the grandeur
of time gone by. The upright and slimline
frame is softened with luxurious cushions
on the back panel and a deep seat. Elegant,
slightly fanned arms give a feeling of luxury
and timeless style that transcends the ages.

The traditional design of both sofas,
with their strong hardwood frames, are not
without key modern elements included,
ensuring that they are as environmentally
friendly as possible.

Both sofas are handmade in Britain and
are created using a totally foam free filling
derived from coconut fibres, with the option
for customers to choose eco-friendly Quallofil
Blue cushion filling, made from ocean bound
recycled plastic bottles. Let’s take a look at
each of the fabric patterns.

Whitby sofa in V&A Collection
Botanical Collage landscape, £2,525

BOTANICAL COLLAGE
By foraging depictions of fruit and
vegetables from the V&A’s collection of
Natural History illustrations, Sofas & Stuff
has created an eye-catching conversation
piece. The decorative print represents the
legacy of the market gardens and fruit
orchards that predate the development
of Kensington, known as the Brompton
Park Nursery.

COROMANDEL
Inspired by a beautiful chintz bed-hanging
made in the south east coastal region
of India for the European market in the
18th century, the fantastical pattern is
composed of enchanting birds with trailing
tails and ornamental branches in flower
reworked in modern shades.

Brunel sofa in V&A Brompton Collection
Coromandel Morning Blue, £3,418

FLORAL SCROLL
The theatrical flower heads of this scrolling
design are printed in striking coloured
monochrome on a neutral ground. Based on
a printed cotton from 1860-85 retailed by
Charles Hindley & Sons, a home furnishing
company once based at a premier location
on London’s Oxford Street, the arrangement
of rambling flowers and leaves has a sense of
movement and spontaneity.

Pugin 3 Seater Sofa in V&AA&A Brompton
Collection Floral Scroll Chilli, £3,311
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IKAT
A broad stripe broken with horizontal
bands, almost a check, this elegant and
understated fabric resembles the time-
honoured technique of ikat and is based
on a furnishing fabric possibly made in
France about 1790–1850. Presented in the
harmonious Sofas & Stuff colour palette.

Anglesey Chaise in V&AA&A
Collection Ikat Basil, £1,980

Montmartre Chair in V&AA&A Brompton
Collection Ikat Morning Blue, £1,633

FLOWERING KALE
An attractive floral tree design with a block-printed look, inspired
by a cotton textile produced about 1670–99. With a Dutch feel and
refreshed in soft, contemporary colourings, this floral pattern is
named after the ornamental and extravagantly ruffled vegetation
growing from the stylised tree of life.

Brunel sofa in V&AA&A Brompton Collection
Flowering Kale Morning Blue, £3,418

‘Narrowing down our options to create the Brompton Collection was a long
and considered process. I feel each pattern really compliments our British

made sofa collections, across all the fantastic colourways’
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sofasandstuff.com

Anglesey Chaise in V&A Brompton
Collection Flowering Kale Chilli, £1,980
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info@goughs.co.uk

More space for your money – the lure
of rural living
Large green spaces, empty roads, clean air,
idyllic countryside views – sound appealing?
The lockdowns during the recent pandemic
has demonstrated that for most, we don’t
need to be in the office to get our work done.
For many, the daily commute is becoming a
distant memory, never to return. So why pay
top money for a small, city-based home when
you can work from anywhere?

The Race for Space: South West
house prices rise by more than 10%
Outside of busy cities, homebuyers and
investors can find greater value in terms of
size, privacy, outdoor space, and amenities.
This trend, coined the Race for Space has
driven demand for rural property and fuelled
a 13.4% increase in annual house price
growth, according to data released by the
Nationwide Building Society. Our South West
region has seen gains of more than 10%.

Increased interest in country estates
and old English mansions
In particular, my team has noticed significant
demand for high value, large properties. If
you are buying or selling such a property,
remember that there are greater complexities
to overcome. Here are some examples that
we’ve seen recently...

Reducing stamp duty with
Multiple-Dwellings Relief'
Our client purchased a large property with
additional land and a separate annex. With
some research (and a little local knowledge)
we were able to apply the Multiple-Dwellings
Relief exemption which saved a large amount
on Stamp Duty Land Tax.

Dealing swiftly with listed building
consents to avoid hold ups
Our client sold a listed Georgian townhouse
in the centre of Bath, which had been impres-
sively renovated. To avoid hiccups later in the

sale, we had to ensure that all necessary listed
building consents were in place and were
available early.

Fixing unregistered titles
In another recent case, our clients, after inher-
iting a large estate and land, realised that the
property was unregistered. Naturally, this was
a big worry but it is not uncommon for old
properties and it was possible to reconstruct
the title, piece together the chain of owner-
ship and successfully register the property at
the Land Registry.

Draw on expert local knowledge
It pays to get help from professionals who
know the region. We are here to help guide
you through our property market. We are also
a heavyweight player in Real Estate through
our Land and Development and Commercial
Property teams. Get in touch today .

Nadine Cook, who specialises in residential conveyancing with Goughs
Solicitors, guides us through the latest property developments

RACE FOR SPACE
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NATURAL TOUCH
OUR FAVOURITE ACCESSORIES AND IDEAS FOR YOUR GARDEN THIS MONTH

POT ON
Great for those indoor
plants that have really

flourished over the
summer, this large clay
planter looks as good

inside as it does outside.
Strong and stylish, it’s the

perfect home for those
thriving larger plants.

quinceandcook.co.uk

3
OF OUR

FAVOURITES

TOAST the
SEASON

The last year or so has seen
us all enjoy the garden in

ways we haven’'t before, so
why not keep it up? We love

the idea of enjoying Prosecco
around the firepit this festive
season, and this Plain Jane pit
is perfect for toasting those

crisp winter evenings
with friends.

£245, firepitsuk.co.uk

Simple gift ideas for the
gardener in your life

Gardener’s scissors, £4.95, rexlondon.com

Secret Garden Lemon Verbena
gin, £14.99, prezzybox.com

Personalised garden tool belt, £25,
thepersonalshop.co.uk
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The Stix fire pit by EcoSmart
Fire is a modern, bioethanol-

burning portable fire pit
that evokes the mood of a

traditional campfire.
Made of stainless steel, the
Stix has an ethanol burner

at its core that burns a
bright orange flame without
producing any smoke, soot,

or ash, giving you all the
benefits of a fire without
any of the mess anytime,

anywwywhere. This contemporaryyry
fire pit uses bioethanol fuel
which is a renewable energyygy
source that burns clean and

delivers warming heat.
£2,195, limelace.co.uk

ECO-HEEHEAT

BENCHMARK

3
2022 Calendars
for Gardeners

1. Rifle Paper Co 2022 appointment
calendar, £23, pennylaines.co.uk
2. A Year in the Country 2022 wall

calendar, £9.95, annabeljames.co.uk
3. Dig Your Garden 2022 calendar,

£9.95, annabeljames.co.uk

DOE, A DEER
As thoughts turn to Christmas,

maybe it’s time to upgrade
your garden décor? These grey
rattan stag and doe illuminated

figures are both festive and
magical, don’t you agree?

£570, lights4fun.co.uk

Sturdy and stylish, this
chunky Lutyen garden

chair (£485) from
Sweetpea and Willow will
do just nicely this winter,

don’t you think?
sweetpeaandwillow.com

Sheds up!
Why not add one of these garden
tool garlands to your shed ready
for spring and really bring your

gardening space to life.
£16.95, annabeljames.co.uk
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Just perfect for winter, how warm and welcoming is the on-trend mulled wine
colourway? This moody hue can effortlessly add a touch of drama and sophistication

WINTER WONDER

Key To Change wallpaper, £180
per roll, bobo1325.com

Velvet dog bed, £249,
cuckoolaaand.com

Marais burgundy ceramic tiles, £45.60
psqm, porcelainsuperstore.co.uk
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Harvey Hare antique brass table lamp,
£185, cotterellandco.com

Faux stem Panicle Grass feathers, £119.98,
dowsingandreynolds.com

Marino armchair, £1,600,
ercol.com

The rebel footstool in mulled
wine, £399, snugsofa.com

Domkapa Binoche dining chair, £435,
sweetpeaandwillow.com

Eichholtz Trapezium
chair, £1,124,

sweetpeaandwillow.com

Recycled wool blanket, £60,
tartanblanketco.com

Editor’s
PICK
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Owner of new fashion and homewares boutique Curate,
on Marlborough high street, Kat Jackson, has some great

advice on what to wear for the forthcoming festivities

WEAR IT WELL
FOR YULETIDE K

at Jackson has recently
opened her new fashion
and homewares boutique,
Curate, on Marlborough
high street, showcasing a
carefully selected range

of luxury fashion, homeware and fragrance
from brands such as Stine Goya, Baum
und Pferdgarten, Meadows and Broste
Copenhagen. We caught up with her for
some seasonal advice on what to wear over
Christmas this year – and how to make your
home thoroughly festive.

Can you tell us a bit about your
fashion background?
I have a fashion design degree from London
College of Fashion. From there I began
a career in fashion PR for brands such as
Ralph Lauren, Roland Mouret and Hackett
London. The very first internship I had as
a fashion student was with an incredibly
talented stylist Jane How, where I worked
as a styling assistant on shoots for i-D
magazine and Vogue Paris. It was a dream
introduction to the fashion industry.

What made you decide to set
up Curate?
It’s quite a long story but I had been hoping
to start my own shop since I left Ralph
Lauren in 2015. There were many ideas,
notebooks and business names, but finally
the right timing and a recent revived love
for fashion has led to finally opening Curate.
My partner Tom and I were also due to get
married in April 2020, but sadly due to the
pandemic the wedding was cancelled and
so we used our wedding budget to start
the business!

The premises used to be a betting
shop – you’ve done an amazing job
transforming it
Well, yes, I was sort of tricked by my dad!
I had shown him the previous betting
shop back earlier in April 2021 which was
in awful condition and he said that the
renovations would be “no problem at all”!
This led to my dad being project manager
and three months working endlessly
day and night in the shop with Tom, his
parents, my mum and any friends that
would give up their weekends to help.
I painted the shop front myself and so
many lovely people walking past were so
supportive, it really kept us going! Very
proudly we sourced and used at least 80%
recycled building materials to complete
the transformation and I am just so proud
of what we all achieved, it’s better than I
ever imagined.

How did you choose which brands to
feature?
The concept for the store is to create
a space that is inspiring, contemporary
and artistic, which is where the name
Curate is taken. I chose brands that have
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a unique style and strong brand identity.
For example, Danish designer Stine Goya’s
collection consists of striking prints, joyful
bright colours and draws inspiration from the
design and art world. The designer’s green
boots have been in our window and notably
been the talk of the town!

What kind of homewares do you stock?
We have a gorgeous selection, from
Scandinavian brand such as Broste
Copenhagen, Bloomingville and Hubsch as
well as stunning candles from Ester & Erik.
There’s something for everyone, whether it
be a soap from Edinburgh company Dook, a
vase, cushion or lamp. We can also order in
larger furniture pieces for customers.

We understand you’re also a trained
florist – do you have any tips for
decorating the house for Christmas?
Everyone always forgets to forage for their
winter foliage, it’s honestly the best way and
makes the house smell delicious! Just loose
along the table amongst candles is perfect.
You can also cut off those lower branches
from your Christmas tree too. We will also
be selling bunches of eucalyptus and berries
that you can put in a vase amongst all your
foraged holly, conifer and pine cones.
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IG - @thecurateshop

YOUR MUST-HAVE FESTIVE WARDROBE

What are your own plans for Christmas
this year?
Oh gosh, I can’t believe it’s nearly Christmas!
Tom and I are leaning towards a cosy
very relaxed day. I never had a traditional
Christmas growing up so we will eat
anything we fancy. A couple years ago
we had an Italian theme where I made a
tiramisu.

What are your plans and hopes for
2022?
I have lots of new brands for next summer
that will start arriving in January so I am
super excited about that! If I can tear myself
away from the shop, then I absolutely cannot
wait to go on holiday.

Obviously, you’'ll need a fabulous
Christmas party frock. I would have to

select Stine Goya’s stunning Jasmine ‘acid
nightmare’ dress with the awesome but a

little less daring (than the green) silver boots.
Stine Goya Jasmine Acid Dress, £310

Stine Goya Allison Chromatic
Boots, £310

Day-to-evening wear when you’re rushing
straight from work to a drinks do or a work
meal out is always a tricky one, right? But
I do have the perfect leopard print dress
from Fabienne Chapot, which can easily
be dressed up and down with a simple

change of shoe – trainers in the day, heels
or heeled boots in the evening. You could

also add a pair of Rachel Jackson hoop
earrings to make it even dressier.

Fabienne Chapot Ruby Dress, £180
Rachel Jackson Gold Plated Star

Studded Hoops, £70
0-105 Onix Coste Trainers, £200

Whether it’s chilling out after the
presents are wrapped on Christmas Eve
or relaxing after the guests have gone

on Boxing Day, there is bound to be time
for snuggling up by the fire. My favourite
cosy patterned jumper from Samsøe &

Samsøe is ideal to snuggle down in with a
mulled wine and mince pie!

Samsøe & Samsøe Simones
Crew Neck, £230

One of the joys of this time of year is
a country walk, especially after all that

pudding and mince pies! A blanket scarf
from Samsøe & Samsøe and a fabulous
Baum und Pferdgarten coat is a must for

a winter walk.
Samsøe & Samsøe Cori Scarf, £100

Baum und Pferdgarten
Derya Coat, £399

As a fashion expert, we thought Kat
would be the perfect person to guide
us through the key looks for the
festive season. Here are a selection of
outfits to suit every occasion over the
Christmas period...
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LOVES

Clearly the best Christmas gift to buy yourself this festive season, this Charlotte Tilbury Hot
Lips Wardrobe gift set (£200) is exclusive to Selfridges.

Strictly limited edition, it includes Hot Lips lipstick in ten shades, and looks just delightful in
the presentation gift box.
selfridges.com
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Hester Grainger shares her love of perfumes and catches
up with Rebecca Wilkin from The Perfume Shop to find

out her top tips to choosing a fragrance this festive season

FESTIVE
FRAGRANCES
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F
ragrances are evocative of so
many memories. I remember
spending hours in The Body
Shop in my teens deciding
between White Musk and
Fuzzy peach and whether

I should get the matching bath oil balls to
match. Then in the 90s I went through a stage
of Exclamation (please don’t judge!) with that
distinctive black and white bottle. Then came
my CK One stage.

When Calvin Klein launched the unisex
fragrance it was genuinely ground breaking.
In 2020, female fragrances were ahead of
their male counterparts by a big margin, with
it almost reaching one billion British pounds
worth of market value. In Great Britain, this is
an industry that has increased at a steady pace
in the past ten years.

A trip down memory lane
During lockdown it wasn’t just me loving
nostalgic fragrances – yes I really did buy a
bottle of White Musk to relive my youth.
The Perfume Shop revealed sales of nostalgic
scents from 80s and 90s are up with sales
of 1988’s Cool Water by Davidoff up 188
per cent month on month and 90s classic
Gucci Rush increased by 153 per cent in the
same period.

Other classic scents that made the list
included Tommy Hilfiger scent Tommy Girl
(1996), Jadore Dior – released in 1999 – and
Jean Paul Gaultier’s signature 1995 fragrance.
And one of my personal favourites Clinique
Happy was The Perfume Shops fourth best-
selling nostalgic scent of the period.

‘In 2020, female
fragrances were

ahead of their male
counterparts by

a big margin’
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The power of Chanel
As well as nostalgic scents in 2020, an
estimated 4.9 million women used Chanel
perfumes or eau de toilette, making it the
most popular brand. The iconic Chanel N°5,
was first introduced in 1921. This fragrance
continues to be a worldwide bestseller, main-
taining contemporary appeal with innovative
advertising and celebrity endorsements.

Chanel has a whopping 127 fragrances
in the collection, so no wonder its nearly
impossible to choose the right fragrance as
a present this Christmas. So whether you are
looking to treat yourself or a loved one to a
retro or new fragrance, how do you know
which you should choose? The experts at The
Perfume Shop are on hand to help.

It’s tricky buying someone fragrance
– what are your top tips? Buying
fragrance for someone else can be
hard, but without getting too technical
on notes, we suggest building a visual

image of the person you are buying for.
What clothing do they wear? What kind of
personality do they have? Are they playful,
serious, independent, girly, extravagant? All
of these traits could contribute to what scents
people are drawn to.

For instance, if you are buying for a strong
independent woman we love Tom Ford
Black Orchid, a spicy, fruity fragrance with
notes of Jasmine and Gardenia and a bold
lingering base including Vetiver and Patchouli,
Sandalwood, Incense and Amber. If you’re
struggling to choose, The Perfume Shops in-

theperfumeshop.com

The top predicted fragrances
this year are

Womens
Mugler Alien
Paco Rabanne Lady Million
Chanel Coco Mademoiselle
Valentino Voce Viva
Armani My Way / My Way Intense
Marc Jacobs Perfect
Dior JAdore
YSL Libre
Gucci Flora Gorgeous Gardenia
Mugler Alien Goddess

The mens fragrances are
Dior Sauvage / Elixir
Boss bottled EDP
Bleu De Chanel
Carolina Herrera Bad Boy
Bad Boy Le Parfum
Prada Luna Rossa Ocean
Jean Paul Gaultier Le Male Parfum
Paco Rabanne Phantom
Paco Rabanne 1 Million Parfum
Diesel Only The Brave
Montblanc Explorer

store experts can help with recommendations
with a free perfume consultation.

What should we look for when buying a
fragrance? If buying for yourself always give
yourself a spritz, leave it for few hours and
see how it lasts; as the top notes make way
for the heart and base you’ll notice subtle
changes to the fragrance and you want to
make sure you love it past just the first spray.
Make sure you know your own signature
scent; just because you love something you’ve
smelt on someone else doesn’t mean it will be
the same on you.

Think about where and when you’ll mostly
be wearing it; if you work in a small office in
very close proximity to others, a really bold,
punchy, powerful perfume might not be the
one for you.

How do you apply fragrance properly?
We recommend one spray on each side of the
back of the wrists, without rubbing together,
then either side of the neck.

You could also spritz in the air and walk
through it to leave a linger on clothes and
hair and have a longer lasting effect. With
branches across Wiltshire you can find your
nearest Perfume Shop by visiting the website.
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LOVES

We simply can’t get enough of Cashmere and Cotton’s autumn collection, which is why we just
needed to share this gorgeous ribbed cashmere jumper with you.

Made using the finest 100 per cent cashmere, this sweater is dreamy soft and perfect for
layering as the colder months roll in.
£199, cashmereandcotton.co.uk
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PROMOTION

B
luebird Care Swindon is a
domiciliary care company
providing the highest quality
care in Swindon and the
surrounding areas. We
specialise in working with

customers and their families who require care
in their own homes.

We offer a unique service of personalised
care visits – anything from a 30-minute check-
in visit to 24-hour live-in support.

All team members at Bluebird Care
Swindon treat everybody as an individual
with their own needs and preferences. Our
customers are at the heart of everything
we do.

We only recruit and train the very best care
professionals who are dedicated to caring for
each customer as they would their own family.
All care professionals receive ongoing training
to ensure they are best-equipped to carry out
their roles.

Our office team will keep in regular
contact and our emergency out of hours call

01793 239497
bluebirdcare.co.uk/swindon

CARE IN YOUR HOME
Bluebird Care Swindon works with customers who require care in their home,

offering a unique service of personalised care visits to suit their needs

service ensures support is always available.
Our supervisors are also out in the field
supporting our care professionals, customers
and family members where needed.

Bluebird Care Swindon provide a wide
rage of services including personal care,
medication, administration, meal preparation,

companionship care, household tasks, foot
care, social calls to access the community or
assistance to appointments, whether that be
the doctors, opticians or the hairdressers.
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Step into the festive period with our
ultimate guide to gifting, eating, drinking

and celebrating Christmas 2021

from

with love

T H I S C H R I S T M A S

CHRISTMAS GUIDE
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CHRISTMAS
A-Z of

Here’s our A-Z of all things Christmas 20021 ––
hopefully the best Christmas ever

C

a

IS FOR ADVENT CALENDAAAR

IS FOR BRIGHT
AND MERRY

Count down the days to
Christmas with one of these
delightful advent calenders.
1. 24 days of stationery calendeeer,
marthabrook.com
2. Rifle Paper Co. tree calenderrr,
pennylaines.co.uk

B

We adore this Christmas inspiration from Annie Sloan. We are
about ready for a bright old time... aren’t you?

IS FOR
CHRISTMAS
MAGIC

IS FOR
DESIGNER
BAUBLES

Imagine the joy of children
seeing Santa leaving the gifts
under the tree in one of these
red, velvet Santa sacks. £49,

antipodream.co.uk

d
This one? Oh, it’s Lacroix,

sweetie. £150, luxdeco.com

E
IS FOR
EMERALD
GREEN

This season’s party
outfit shade of choice,
this silk body suit from
Holland Cooper works
perfectly for an after
work outfit transition.
hollandcooper.co.uk
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f IS FOR
FABULOUSLY
FESTIVE

This Driving Home for
Christmas bag from Radley is
just adorable, wouldn’t you
agree? Radley.co.uk

G
H

IS FOR GOLD

If you’re not going for green
this season, then go for gold.

£90, riverisland.co.uk

IS FOR
HAMPERS

The gift that will keep on giving all
through the festive season, why not send
this Cartwright and Butler crate this year?

£160, cartwrightandbutler.co.uk

i IS FOR INTIMATE
NIGHTS IN

IS FOR KIDS

IS FOR JUST
ADORABLE

IS FOR LEATHER
(VEGAN LEATHER)

A bottle of something fine and
fizzy, enjoy a night of luxury over
Christmas with the drinks cabinet

from farrar-tanner.co.uk

J LHeaded to church or out for
Christmas lunch? This formal
coat from Kensington’s
Britannical London is perfect.
£280, britannical.com

k
These super-stylish Gucci trainers

from Selfridges are the ultimate gift
for the mini-diva in your world. £480,

selfridges.com

Perfect as a day-
to-night transition
jacket, this
Hanushka Hathi
leather blazer is
uber-stylish.
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IS FOR METALLIC

IS FOR OH
CHRISTMAS TREEp

M
Go all out – get those dancing shoes

on and party New Year away in
these Amina Muaddi Jah Jah crystal
embellished leather-heeled sandals?

£1,160, selfridges.com

IS FOR NIGHT
BEFORE CHRISTMAS

Hang these stockings by the chimney
with care – we think Santa will fill
them with absolute pleasure – they’re
made from wonderfully luxurious
alpaca wool. £200, luxdeco.com

O

Q
S

This super-chic retro tinsel-decked
Christmas tree card is just so

fun. Send it with love this year!
pennylaines.co.uk

IS FOR PASTEL
CHRISTMAS

So on-trend this season, why
not take your decor pastel
this year? Here’s some
inspiration from Dobbies.

IS FOR
QUINTESSENTIALLY
CHRISTMAS

IS FOR READY TO DINE IS FOR SUSTAINABILITY

This wreath from Soho
House is just ravishing,
don’t you think?

r
These pure linen napkins are just
gorgeous – why not give your festive
linens a refresh? helenround.com

Ditch the plastic this year and opt
for more sustainable toys from Santa
for Christmas. This selection is from

bluebrontide.com
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W

Y

IS FOR TURKEY

IS FOR WARM
AND COSY

IS FOR XTRA

IS FOR YULETIDE JOY
IS FOR Z TO A
AND BACK AGAIN

IS FOR ULTIMATE
FOODIE GIFT

IS FOR VERY
SPECIALt Is this anything more festive than a

tasty bird at Christmas? Waitrose are
pairing theirs with pomegranate, figs
and orange this year.

U
For the foodie in your life, this cheese making

kit is a splendid gift. Find it at selfridges.
com

v
This Cox and Cox train advent

calender will last for years – and
maybe even generations. Find it

at coxandcox.co.uk

Fire? Check. Tree? Check. Gorgeous
armchair? Check! Pictured here is the
Victoria armchair from bridgman.com

x
This look from John Lewis is just so extra

– but we love it. What a look!

This Christmas is going to be magical,
with plenty of time for friends and
family. Why not make the most of

it and head somewhere wonderful?
Pictured here is Blenheim Palace.

z
Personalised, monogrammed, initialled –
it’s this Christmas’ coolest gifting trend.

These stocking filler pieces are from
Oliver Bonas and Accessorize.

CHRISTMAS GUIDE
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There is just so much loveliness to dive into here –
this is our 2021 selection of gifts for her

gifts for
HER

Armand de Brignac gold champagne in
black presentation box, £257,

champagneking.co.uk

Gucci fine jewellery, gucci.comRifle Paper Co 2022 diary, £14,
pennylaines.co.uk

Bottega Veneta Mount shoulder bag,
£2,750, selfridges.com

Jo Malone Wild Berry and Bramble
diffuser and refill, £120, selfridges.com

Stila magnificent metals foil finish
eye shadow with liquid eye

primer, £33.50, amazon.co.uk

CHRISTMAS GUIDE
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Gift ideas for the man who has everything

gifts for
HIM

Milano men’s pyjamas, £99.95,
Bown of London

c60 Sapphire bracelet strap watch, £895,
christopherward.co.uk

Dust Grind coffee, £16.99,
amazon.co.uk

Jonathan Adler checkerboard backgammon
game, £395, amara.com

Loewe leather card-holder, £175,
selfridges.com

Hydro force inflatable paddle
board, £289, amazon.co.uk

12.9in iPad Pro in grey,
apple.com

Edwin Jagger simulated horn and nickel
shaving set, £45, skodronenterprises.com

Pioneer DJ channel controller,
£260, selfridges.com

CHRISTMAS GUIDE
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WILTSHIRE

Celebrate Wiltshire Living every month
with inspirational homes and interiors,

people, places, style, beauty, food
& drink, arts and events

DON’T MISS THE NEXT ISSUE
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Inspire their imagination and ambition with
one of these special gifts from Santa

gifts for
LITTLE ONES

Geometric teepee tent ,£129.99,
amazon.co.uk

Minilands educational doll, £32,
everandlo.co.uk

Marttech Cruzaa e-bike, £2,499,
selfridges.com

Squishmallows Cailey toy, £20,
selfridges.com

National Geographic marine biologist
Barbie, £12, beyondtoys.co.uk

furReal Plum the Curious Panda, £75,
amazon.co.uk

Kids’ smart watch, £34,
thrifthorizon.co.uk

Lego Hedwig the Owl, £34.99,
lego.com

Ricco Bugatti Divo ride-on car,
£350, selfridges.com

CHRISTMAS GUIDE
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Santa Paws has really delivered when it
comes to gifts for cats and dogs this year

gifts for
BEST BUDDYS

Dogrobe in pink, £21.95,
dogrobes.co.uk

Freddy Goes to Hollywood Eden dog collar,
£110, charltonisland.com

Leathhher Jellllllyfffiiishhh cat teaser toy, £25,
cheshireandwain.com

Glamping cat tent, £55, redcandy.co.uk
George hand carved oakwood dog bed,

£320, selfridges.co.uk
Barkberry plaid bandana, £4.98,

petpoochboutique.com

Cat scratching rainbow, £25,
redcandy.co.uk

Personalised fillable pet treat bauble, £10,
thepersonalshop.co.uk

Edison orange Harris Tweed
luxury sustainable dog bed,

£325, lishlondon.com

CHRISTMAS GUIDE
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B
eauty Full Time owner
Megan Bromley lives and
breathes all things beauty.
Megan spends most of her
time on a quest for products
that will make you look good,

feel good and smell good. All products are
available to purchase in the High Street store
in Marlborough, or by visiting the website.

BEAUTY FULL TIME
Give your make-up kit a full makeover with the help of Beauty Full Time’s Megan

Bromley, who is constantly seeking out the best the make-up world has to offer

Real Techniques Makeup Brush
Set RSP £29.99-£14.99

Maison Matine Perfumes EDP 50ml *Free
Discovery fragrance set with purchase

(while stocks last) RSP £50-£45

PROMOTION

beautyfulltime.co.uk

W7 Mardi Gras Eyeshadow Palette
RRP £14.95-£12.99

TIGI Bedhead Shampoo &
Conditioner Duos (various types available)

RRP £35-£19.99

Decleor Neroli Bigarade Bath & Shower Gel
RRP £20-£14.99
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GIFT GUIDE
Wiltshire

Great Christmas present ideas, from a tandem
skydive to bespoke kitchen knives

SPRIGSTER

Whether you’re the designated
driver or simply prefer to keep
a clear head, Sprigster is a must
for this year’s Christmas drinks
cabinet, and makes an ideal gift
too. This delicious booze-free
botanical from the talented team
at Pythouse Kitchen Garden Co in
Wiltshire is the perfect alternative
to a G&T. We love the Sprigster
Gift Box, packaged in a beautiful
reusable cedar wood box with a
20cl bottle of Sprigster, two cans
of Fever Tree tonic, fruit and herb
garnishes, natural drinking straws
and a cocktail recipe card.

Alternatively, buy the 70cl
bottle, the delicate design of
which reflects the brand’s
whimsical and offbeat personality
– local spirit with sustainable
values. This vegan-friendly drinks
brand was recently awarded
a star in the Great Taste 2021
Awards. We can see why!
Sprigster Gift Box £25;
70cl bottle £26
pythousekitchengarden.
co.uk/sprigster

Y
es, it really is
that time of year
already – and
after you-know-
what made last
Christmas a

somewhat muted affair, we are
hoping for a far more festive
season this year.

Which means only one thing
– it’s time to start shopping!
We’ve put together our favourite
Christmas gift ideas from the
glorious county of Wiltshire so
you can not only treat your loved
ones but support some of the
fabulous makers we are so lucky
to have locally.

From his workshop in Bradford-
on-Avon, designer-maker Charlie
Caffyn has reimagined his wooden
magazine rack in this chic and sleek
clear acrylic and we think it looks
fab! The structure was inspired by
the wrought-iron structures that
were used to construct the large
expanse of railway stations in the
Victorian period, the lines and
angles all serve a function, yet the
resulting form takes on a sculptural
aesthetic whilst remaining practical
at its core – even down to the
ever-useful carry handle! Use it
to store magazines, vinyl records,
newspapers or cookbooks. £215.
charliecaffynfurniture.co.uk

CHARLIE CAFFYN FARLEIGH
MAGAZINE RACK
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NAIM FOR BENTLEY MU-SO

This insanely handsome
speaker from the geniuses
at Naim in Salisbury is music
to our ears. The Naim for
Bentley Mu-so Special Edition
is a wireless speaker which
uses the same peerless audio
technology you’ll find in many
Bentleys.

Boasting great sound plus
the latest music-streaming
technology, use it on its
own or connect it up to
your TV and home music
systems – all easily controlled
by the app. It is crafted
from Ayous, a sustainable
African hardwood, which

is then expertly stained and
repeatedly lacquered to
give a dramatic, dark finish,
while the heat sink is copper
anodised, a striking aspect
reflective of modern Bentley
designs such as the EXP
100 GT concept car. Other
standout features include an
exclusive smoked acrylic plinth,
copper-threaded speaker grille
and the signature Bentley
lattice design surrounding the
volume dial, which illuminates
to your touch. £1,799
shop.bentleymotors.com/
products/naim-for-bentley-
mu-so

SAVERNAKE KNIVES

A decent knife is one of the
most important pieces of
kitchen equipment you can
buy – so it’s worth investing
in! Cue Savernake Knives,
whose bespoke blades, made
in the heart of the Savernake
Forest, are a thing of sheer
beauty. What we love
about these is that they’re
completely customisable,
with thousands of variations
possible, so you can make
sure the chef in your life has
the perfect knife for them.

For the past six years,
Laurie Timpson has spent
his time researching and

Nothing says Christmas like
cosying up by the fire with
a book – so for the fireside
bookworm in your life, check
out this beautifully illustrated
history of the landscaped
gardens at Stourhead,
created by generations of the
Hoare banking dynasty.

Author Dudley Dodd
guides us through a
comprehensive visual history
of the gardens and the family
that cultivated them over the
generations. He describes
how individual flair, taste
and careful stewardship have

STOURHEAD: HENRY HOARE’S PARADISE REVISITED

engineering a selection of
blades that give a great feel
and balance, working with
chefs and butchers alike, to
produce a selection which
ranges from a small paring
knife all the way through
to cleavers. Choose from
handles made from materials
such as walnut, African
blackwood or Durat. All
come with complimentary
engraving for that truly
personal touch whether
it is a new carving set, a
chef’s knife, or a set of steak
knives. Prices start at £250.
savernakeknives.co.uk

nurtured this breathtaking
landscape, which is among
the finest English landscape
gardens and, since 1946, a
jewel of The National Trust.

With sketches, plans and
stunning photography by
the renowned photographer
Marianne Majerus, this book
will appeal to those who
know and love the gardens
as well as those who are yet
to visit.
Published by Head of Zeus,
hardback RRP £40.
headofzeus.com/
books/9781788543620
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Winter woollies just got a
whole load more glamorous!
This heavenly sweater from
Sarah Badeni is soft, luxurious
and casually stylish. Slip it on
over your party frock, team
it with jeans and wellies for a
winter’s walk or pop it on when
snuggling on the couch. It’s
made from 100% A-grade 4-ply
cashmere and is hand-knitted,
featuring ribbed neck, cuff
and welt detailing, dropped
shoulder and a small split
side. There are three colour
options, all stylishly neutral –
cobblestone, winter white and
black. You won’t want to wear
anything else. £460
sarahbadeni.com

SARAH BADENI CASHMERE
SLOPPY JOE

Looking to buy something
truly special for the
gardener in your life?
Then look no further than
this Aubrey planter from
Wiltshire-based luxury
furniture manufacturer
Oxenwood.

Made from sustainable
oak, it can be tailored to
any size and dimension to
fit your requirements.

Elegant, functional
and guaranteed to make
you look forward to
spring. And like all great
things, they’re made to
last, gaining depth of
character as the years
pass. From £2,208.
oxenwood.co.uk

OXENWOOD
PLANTER

Know someone who loves crafting?
Then this make-your-own lampshade
kit from the Lampshade School in
Holt is the ideal gift. With all you
need to make a gathered lampshade,
including printed instructions with
hundreds of colour photos and
access to online video tutorials, it will
certainly help pass those dull January
days! Choose from a selection of
gorgeous fabrics and add a truly
unique flourish to your décor! £140
lampshadeschool.co.uk

LAMPSHADE LESSON IN A BOX
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The go-to for stylish outdoor
country clothing,,, whether
you’re on a shoooot or simply
walking the dog,,, Gamebirds
is synonymous wwwith quality.
Looking for a gifttt for the
woman in your life? Treat
her to one of theeeir simply
stunning silk scarrrves.
This teal feather design
is timeless, plus ittt’s
handmade using only
the finest 100% silk, with
hand-rolled edgeees. Yes, please!
£79.95
gamebirdsclothhhing.co.uk

GAMEBIRDS’ SSSILK SCARF

This is Tracklements’ 51st Christmas,
so no wonder they know what
they’re doing. You’ll want to
stock up on a few of their glorious
chutneys for the larder over the
festive period, but we think these
make the scrummiest stocking
fillers too.

This year, they are offering
three new flavour combis – The
Festive Four (spiced plum chutney,
Christmas spice chutney, cranberry,

port & orange sauce, sticky fig
relish), ideal for turkey or Boxing Day
cold meats; The Cheese Collection
(apricot & ginger chutney, apple &
cider brandy chutney, caramelised
onion marmalade, green tomato
chutney); and the tongue-tinglingly
Hot Trio (fresh chilli jam, hot chilli
sauce, Spitfire chilli mustard).
Perfect for spicing up Christmas!
RRP approx £15
tracklements.co.uk

TRACKLEMENTS

For the daredevil in your life,
may we recommend this
tandem skydive from 10,000ft in
Wiltshire? An expert instructor
will board the plane with you,
and you can enjoy soaring views
of the countryside before you
jump together, falling at an
incredible 120 mph, descending
to 5,000ft in around 50 seconds!

Take in the expansive
Wiltshire countryside below and
drift gently down to the ground
once the parachute has been
deployed. Not for the faint of
heart, but it would certainly
make a Christmas prezzie to
remember! £259
buyagift.co.uk

TANDEM SKYDIVE



|



November 2021 | Living | 111

LOVES

Whitehall Vineyard, established in 2016, is a family run vineyard overlooking the beautiful Avon
Valley, situated in the Historic National Trust Village of Lacock, UK. Founded by the Self family
on Whitehall Farm, their family home for five generations, since 1894. We have delicately hand-
crafted our wine with the ambition to create extraordinary and exquisite flavours to enhance your
dining experience. We aspire to bring you a tase of Wiltshire with every glass, squeezed from the
highest quality grapes grown on our family farm. Shop online at whitehallvineyard.co.uk

CHRISTMAS
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Catering for the needs of club members and filmmakers is all in a day’s work for Peter
Matysek, the head chef at Director Club, based at the film studios in Badbury village

MEET THE CHEF

01672 646249
bookings@director-club.com
director-club.com

H
ead chef Peter Matysek
leads the kitchen team
at Director Club, based
at the film studios in
Badbury village near
Junction 15 of the M4.

On a daily basis he and his team are catering
for the needs of the club members, film
shoots and the public in their café. So how
does he manage it all?

Tell us about your background how did
you become a chef?
I’ve been a chef for almost 20 years and
my first experience was as a kitchen porter
when I was working in a high-end ski chalet
in Switzerland in 2003. I think the reason I’m
still doing this now is I love to impress people
with food. I like knowing I can serve up
dishes that aren’t over-complicated, look
great and taste incredible.

So what brought you to Director Club?
The pitch I was given by the owner for
Director Club was simply too good to pass
up. The idea was to bring high-class, no
expense spared restaurant food to film
shoots through a members’ club they were
building at their film studios in 2019.

I was being asked to join before Director
Club had even launched, which meant I
could customise everything, make it my
own and also get my head around this
surreal concept.

Tell us about Director Club
Director Club is a creative members’ club just
off the M4 motorway at Junction 15, with

So is it exclusively for filmmakers
and members?
Not at all, the café and kitchen garden are
actually open to the public and the list of
members has long since gone beyond just
filmmakers to include a lot of entrepreneurs,
creatives, artists and business owners.

The main focus for us is about giving an
experience where people can retreat, relax
and rethink, whether they are here working,
for lunch, a spa session or even a film shoot.

Tell us about your food style at
Director Club
We have seasonal menus, as well as a Market
Fish daily special. We also do a monthly steak
evening. Our main focus is daytime dining,
so a lot of the dishes you’ll find on our menu
are bistro café style. So you can come in and
get an incredible steak, or freshly caught fish
and have it expertly paired by our sommelier
with wine.

Or just quickly grab a ciabatta or seasonal
salad on the go between meetings. The
emphasis is not so much on one style of food
but instead on sourcing really high quality
ingredients so the food stands out.

meeting rooms, a café, bar, a members’
restaurant, massage therapy, sauna and
film studios. It was started to give the
media industry somewhere they could
meet up, work from and even produce their
films from. As time has gone on the list of
members has widened and we are now used
by all sorts of businesses as a place to meet,
eat, drink and socialise.

‘I I think the reason I’m still
doing this now is I love to impress

people with food’
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Ramsbury, a sustainable brewery where nothing goes to waste,
has produced some fabulous award-winning beverages

BREWING THE BEST
CHRISTMAS

H
ere at Ramsbury, we
are proud to say we
use barley and wheat
grown and harvested by
ourselves in fields that
surround the brewery

to brew our ales and distil our multi-award-
winning spirits. Nothing is wasted. Spent
grains supplement our cattle’s diet, waste
wood feeds our biomass boiler and waste
water is recycled through a reed bed system
to sustain a lake for wildfowl and wildlife.
We are inspired by the Wiltshire landscape
surrounding us, so work towards being the
most sustainable we can be.

Our Red Ram craft lager has recently
won two stars with The Great Taste Awards,
and our head brewer Harry said: “As head
brewer at Ramsbury I was delighted that Red
Ram Lager won such a well-deserved and
prestigious award.

“The Great Taste judges highlighted the
crisp and refreshing nature of the lager,
which pairs well with almost any food. It
is an all-round delicious Craft Lager which

I’m very proud to brew. I hope this fantastic
acknowledgment will bring it to the attention
of more Craft Beer drinkers to enjoy.

“See where we produce our ales and spirits
on one of our brewery and distillery tours.
You will get to know about Ramsbury’s
methods of making great products

during the 1.5 hour tour and enjoy ample
sampling opportunities! Why not make a
day of it with lunch at our pub The Bell at
Ramsbury, just three miles down the road?
Book online or give us a call.”

01672 541407
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Discover the wonders of the illuminated Christmas trail at the National Trust’s
world-famous gardens at Stourbridge

TRAIL OF LIGHT

Stourhead, Mere, Wiltshire, BA12 6SH.
nationaltrust.org.uk/stourhead
I: #christmasatstourhead
T: #mychristmastrails

T
ickets for the hugely
popular Christmas light
trail at the National Trust’s
world-famous gardens at
Stourhead, Wiltshire, have
already gone live due to high

public demand. This family-friendly one-mile
magical festive trail will once again be awash
with enchanting illuminations.

Christmas at Stourhead is full of seasonal
surprises and shimmering reflections that
cast light on beautiful silhouettes of majestic
trees, all choreographed to a soundtrack of
festive classics.

Look forward to some together time and
make everlasting memories, as you discover
sparkling tunnels of light, dancing lakeside
reflections and trees drenched in jewel-like
colour. Independent street food vendors bring
a delicious twist to tasty treats on offer.

Have yourself a holly, jolly Christmas and
complete your walk under the stars with a
spiced winter warmer or hot chocolate shared
with someone special.

Christmas at Stourhead is brought to
you by Sony Music in partnership with
the National Trust. The trail is created by
Culture Creative.

CHRISTMAS

Christmas at Stourhead
Discover a Christmas illuminated trail for
all the family set within the beautiful
landscape of Stourhead.
The illuminated trail is open from
November 26, 2021 until January 2,
2022.
Open from 4.30pm, last entry 8pm and
closes at 10pm.
The festive trail is open on selected dates.
Admission: Advanced,
Adult £20, Child £14, Family £66
(two adults and two children).
Free entry for carers and children
aged two and under.
Parking £8 per car. Free for National Trust
members when booked in advance.
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Hester Grainger chats to Mike and Alison Battle co-founders of LaplandUK in the heart
of Ascot, about the magic of Christmas and why they decided to create the experience

SPELLBINDING TALES

I
was lucky enough to visit
LaplandUK last year and it really
is a place like no other. It’s truly
wonderful from the moment you
arrive and is great for all ages.

We visited it as a family and
having attended a lot of festive events and
experiences over the years, I felt this was like
nothing else that we had been to before. We
felt transported into another world. Mike
and Alison tell me more. The LaplandUK
experience is based on the original stories
created by Mike & Alison Battle – The
Untold Story of Father Christmas and The
Secret of the Christmas Elves.

Our journey to the LaplandUK
experience started with a profound

frustration at the overt commerciality and
trivialisation of Christmas and value placed
on a child’s belief in Father Christmas.
With four children and Alison a primary
teacher, we wanted to really revel in this
precious time of childhood wonder and
spent many years touring the country trying
to find an authentic, truly magical Christmas
experience that reflected the value we placed

on our children’s innocent belief, but we
simply couldn’t.

Like everyone else, we were forced
to queue in a retail shop for hours with
small children (in the hope we might buy
a television or similar on the way out) for
a disappointing and average experience.
We decided something had to be done to
challenge this status quo; if there wasn’t
an amazing, immersive Father Christmas
experience in the UK for families, we’d
create one and base it on our own original
stories that we had been telling our boys
at Christmastime.

The LaplandUK experience brings our
foundation stories, characters and world to
life. The Untold Story of Father Christmas

‘It’s truly wonderful
from the moment you

arrive and is great
for all ages’
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and The Secrets of the Christmas Elves
tell how a humble toymaker and his wife
came to be known as Father and Mother
Christmas to children all over the world,
and answer the question every child wants to
know of why they make and deliver toys on
Christmas Eve.

The stories introduce children to a
secret civilisation of Elves and have an
environmental message linked to the future
well being of the planet and a child’s part in
helping preserve it.

We hope these foundational stories
will enrich and shape a generation of
childhood belief, elevating Christmas to its
rightful place and filling a narrative gap in
popular culture.

For those that haven’t been before
what we can expect?
The Lapland experience is not just the
four-hour immersive show, it starts weeks
beforehand with a personalised wax-sealed
invitation in the post from Father Christmas
and stretches to Christmas day. With such

CHRISTMAS

‘Along this journey they will enter a magical
world and be introduced to the many characters

of Lapland, each with their own story’
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an upsurge in goodness, the elves won’t
have time to make so many extra toys in
time for Christmas without the help of the
special invited visitors.

Along this journey they will enter a
magical world and be introduced to the
many characters of Lapland, each with
their own story. Sage and Eeko, two
woodland elves, lead them through the
secret elven pathways of the Enchanted
Forest to the magical doorway into snowy
Lapland. Immersed in the storytelling
world of Lapland, children help make toys
in Father Christmas toy factory, decorate
gingerbread with Mother Christmas, ice
skate in the Elven Village and meet huskies,
reindeer, Treehigh, Pixie Mixie, Conker
and all of the other Lapland elves. The
experience lasts four hours and finishes
with an intimate and personalised family
audience with Father Christmas, who
bedazzles the children with his knowledge
of their lives.

People travel from miles away to visit
LaplandUK, why is it so magical?
There is nothing in the world that
celebrates childhood belief on the scale
and quality of LaplandUK. To suspend
the disbelief of adults and children alike,
the experience must be believable and

‘We work with the
very best crew, artists,

designers, costume
makers and production

professionals’
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Whitmoor Forest, Swinley Rd,
Winkfield Row, Ascot SL5 8BD
laplanduk.co.uk
I: @laplanduk

CHRISTMAS

authentic. We work with the very best
crew, artists, designers, costume makers
and production professionals, all of whom
have an obsessive attention to detail to craft
our world – the mythical world of Father
Christmas, that is accessible right here in
the UK.

No expense is spared to provide an
environment that connects parents with
their children in the most beautiful way;
it is a unique and special experience,
personalised to every child that visits. As
parents ourselves, we completely understand
these bittersweet fleeting years of childhood
belief and how important it is for families to
savour such moments and make precious
memories together.

How will you be spending Christmas
this year?
Because we are a family business and all
actively involved at LaplandUK in Ascot
until late on Christmas Eve, we traditionally
spend Christmas Day as the guests of family
members and cook our own Christmas
dinner on New Years Day, once things have
settled down.

This year, as if we couldn’t get enough
of Lapland, we are taking our four sons on
a trip in search of the Northern Lights to the
Ice Hotel in Swedish Lapland too!
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Celebrate the start of the festive season and visit Newbury Racecourse for their highlight
two-day Ladbrokes Winter Carnival, which promises lots of top-class racing

WINNING EVENT

01635 40015
newburyracecourse.co.uk

G
et into the festive spirit
with a visit to Newbury
Racecourse for the social
event of the season, the
two-day Ladbrokes Winter
Carnival. It all kicks off

with Gentleman’s Day on Friday, November
26 – a chance to dust off those winter furs and
show your Peaky Blinders style with friends.
Enter the Best Dressed competition with
some fantastic prizes on offer, courtesy of
Parkway Shopping in Newbury.

The feature race, the Grade 2 Ladbrokes
Long Distance Hurdle, is the feature on
Day 1 and offers one of the first chances
of the season to see some of the three-mile
champions in action, with recent winners
including, Unowhatimeanharry, Paisley Park
and Thyme Hill.

Then, you can enjoy festive menus, mulled
wine and winter cocktails in our Winter
Garden for Ladbrokes Trophy Day, Saturday,
November 27. The perfect excuse to get
dressed up and get together with friends

and loved ones for a proper day out. The
Ladbrokes Trophy over three miles and two
furlongs has been won by some of the racing
greats including, Arkle, Denman and Grand
National hero, Many Clouds.

Packages are available in both Premier
and Grandstand Enclosures, with each space
offering a unique and special experience.
Premier Enclosure offers the very best view
of the racing action, close to the finish line
with access to a wide selection of indoor and
outdoor bars, plus lawned seating areas and
eateries. The Grandstand Enclosure has a

more informal atmosphere with access to the
Dubai Duty Free Grandstand.

And in Carnival style, our carousel is back
again offering rides across both days. The
fun doesn’t stop there! Our popular after-
party returns once again featuring a live band
after the racing has finished, followed by our
resident DJ until 7pm. Tickets are available to
purchase by heading to the website or giving
the sales team a call.

‘The perfect excuse
to get dressed up
and get together
with friends and
loved ones for a
proper day out’
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Introducing Castle Combe Circuit’s thrilling range of Christmas gifts, which range from
merchandise to driving experiences for your petrol-headed loved one

DRIVING COMBE
FOR CHRISTMAS

C
astle Combe Circuit is once
again offering a wide array of
unforgettable gift ideas that
are sure to go down a storm
with any petrol-headed loved
one this festive season.

The thrilling 1.85-mile race track – dubbed
the ‘West Country’s home of motorsport’
– boasts everything from merchandise to
driving experiences in its well-stocked online
shop, all of which are available now.

The circuit features an array of events
throughout our calendar including car shows
and race days.

Our car shows range from general
performance car shows such as spring,
summer, and Hallowe’en Action Days. We
also have make-specific car shows including
Pure Ford, Mini and JDM (Japanese
Domestic Market), featuring gripping non-
stop track action, awesome paddock displays,
thrilling drifting demos, public track time, and
bustling trade villages.

Another event we run is the Autumn
Classic Historic Racing Festival. This includes
the club stands like at our shows but features
classic car racing on track. Another similar

day is our Rallyday event that features
everything rally car-related you could need.
With live displays, club displays and public
track time.

Our Car Race Day Calendar follows the
Castle Combe Racing Club Championships
throughout their season. We also have run
two Bike Race Days, a Classic and Modern
Bike Days featuring an array of racing.

When 2022 dates are made available you
will be able to buy admission tickets for all
these events, with early bird prices available in
advance. We also sell season tickets for either
just the race days, shows or both.

Know someone that loves an adrenaline
rush? Driving experiences in real race-
prepared cars are priced from as little as
£110 – all with professional instruction along
the way. Experiences can get you behind
the wheel of vehicles such as Ford Focus
STs, Lotus Elises and even single-seater race
cars. All experience vouchers are valid from
12 months from purchase, making for the
ideal gift.

If they’d prefer to take their own vehicle
out on track instead, there are car and
motorcycle track day dates throughout each castlecombecircuit.co.uk/gifts

year, from just £135 for a full day’s action.
Track day vouchers are valid for 18 months
from purchase, and mean they can choose the
perfect date to suit them.

Don’t let the younger ones miss out! The
circuit’s ‘Startline’ courses allow those from
between the ages of 12-16 to get their first
taste of car control in an extremely safe and
enjoyable atmosphere.

There is also a raft of circuit-themed
merchandise available, including the likes of
stickers, posters, clothing, programmes and
much more, that all represent the much-loved
Wiltshire venue.

If you’re undecided, gift vouchers in
various monetary values are a great idea and
can be used towards anything from shop
items through to tickets to their favourite
event on the action-packed calendar.

Whatever you choose, don’t forget to
redeem your free gift with every order! Simply
use code COMBEGIFT at the checkout.

Discover the full range of gift ideas on
the website.
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B
onfire night is a fun excuse to
dress up warm, keep the kids
up late, enjoy some tasty food
and have some fun. If you are
celebrating at home with your
nearest and dearest Heritage

Fine Foods have put together a few ideas and
recipes to make it a special evening.

DRESS UP YOUR GARDEN/
BACK YARD
Light up your garden with some LED lights placed
in some jam jars and hang from trees or place on
walls to add some atmosphere. Longer chains
of LED lights can be wound around trees for
stunning effects too. Alternatively, add some glow
sticks inside of some balloons and tie up in trees.

DON’T FANCY FIREWORKS THIS
YEAR? – TRY GLOW IN THE
DARK BUBBLES
Who doesn’t love bubbles? If you want bonfire
night activities that will make everyone say ‘ooh’
and ‘ahh’ without the big bang this is a really
effective thing to try. Empty some bubble solution
from your bottle, cut glow sticks of different
colours and pour the contents into the bubble
bottles. Mix up and blow as normal, but keep the
bottles out of reach of very young children as the
solution can be harmful if ingested.

Try out these Heritage bonfire night dishes.

A NIGHT TO REMEMBER
Have a fantastic Heritage Bonfire Night celebration at home with your family with

these delicious recipes and some great atmospheric lighting effects

N othing beats the crunch of
a toffee apple on a crisp
autumnal evening and these
taste so much better than
shop-bought.

R E C I P E

Prep time: 10 mins
Cook time: 10 mins
Makes: 8

Toffee
apples

METHOD:
• Place the apples in a large bowl, then cover
with boiling water (you may have to do this in
two batches). This will remove the waxy coating
and help the caramel to stick. Dry thoroughly and
twist off any stalks. Push a wooden skewer or lolly
stick into the stalk end of each apple. Layout a
sheet of baking parchment and place the apples
on this, close to your stovetop. Tip the sugar into a
pan along with 100ml water and set over medium
heat. Cook for five mins until the sugar dissolves,
then stir in the vinegar and syrup. Set a sugar
thermometer in the pan and boil to 150C or ‘hard
crack’ stage. If you don’t have a thermometer you

INGREDIENTS
8 Granny Smith apples
400g golden caster sugar
1 tsp vinegar
4 tbsp golden syrup

can test the toffee by pouring a little into a bowl of
cold water. It should harden instantly and, when
removed, be brittle and easy to break. If you can
still squish the toffee, continue to boil it. Working
quickly and carefully, dip and twist each apple in
the hot toffee until covered, let any excess drip
away, then place on the baking parchment to
harden. You may have to heat the toffee a little if
the temperature drops and it starts to feel thick and
viscous. Leave the toffee to cool before eating. Can
be made up to two days in advance, stored in a dry
place. For all our Bonfire Night at home recipes
please see our Pinterest board pinterest.co.uk/
Heritagefinefoods/
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PROMOTION

R E C I P E

Prep time: 15 mins
Cook time: 1 hr
Serves: 4-6

Smoky
sausage
& bean
casserole

INGREDIENTS
2 tbsp olive oil
1 onion, finely chopped
2 medium celery sticks, finely chopped
1 yellow pepper, chopped
1 red pepper, chopped
6 cooking chorizo sausages (about 400g)
6 pork sausages (about 400g)
3 fat garlic cloves, chopped
1½ tsp sweet smoked paprika
1/2 tsp ground cumin
1 tbsp dried thyme
125ml white wine
800g tinned chopped tomatoes
2 sprigs fresh thyme
1 chicken stock cube
400g tin aduki beans or butterbeans drained
and rinsed
1 handful fresh parsley

D ishes that can be thrown in
the oven to cook in one pot
are ideal for a bonfire meal
with a bit of heat. Tasty, full
of flavour and nutritious, this

is a really delicious, comforting and hearty
one-pot sausage stew with chorizo, smoked
paprika and plenty of vegetables. Load into
bowls and enjoy.

METHOD
• Heat two tbsp oil in a large heavy-based
pan. Add a finely chopped onion and
cook gently for five minutes. Add two
finely chopped medium celery sticks, one
chopped yellow pepper and one chopped
red pepper and cook for a further five mins.
Add six chorizo sausages and six pork
sausages and fry for five minutes. Stir in
three chopped garlic cloves, 1½ tsp sweet
smoked paprika, ½ tsp ground cumin and
one tbsp dried thyme and cook for 1 to 2
minutes until the aromas are released. Pour
in 125ml white wine and use a wooden
spoon to remove any residue stuck to the
pan. Add the can of tomatoes, and two
sprigs of fresh thyme and bring to a simmer.
Crumble in the chicken stock cube and stir.
Cook for 40 minutes. Stir in the drained and
rinsed can of aduki or butterbeans beans
and cook for a further five minutes. Remove
the thyme sprigs, season with black pepper
and sprinkle over some fresh parsley.

Grab all your bonfire food supplies
and get 25% off your shopping at
heritagehomedelivery.co.uk with code
Living25 – use at final checkout (cannot be
used in conjunction with Paypal).



128 | Living | November 2021

CEO of the Soil Association, Helen Browning, talks about the difficulties she is
now facing on her farm following Brexit and her abiding love of pigs

FARMING LIFE

time when most women I knew were living
rather more conventionally.

You were only in your 20s when you
took over the farm. What were your
biggest challenges?
Managing a team of men who were mostly
twice my age, and very sceptical about me
and my organic ideas!

H
elen Browning needs
little introduction –
she made Eastbrook
Farm in Bishopstone a
trailblazer in the organic
farming movement,

and her dedication to the environment
saw her become chief executive of the Soil
Association. Gill Harris caught up with her
to talk about Brexit, veganism and her love
of pigs...

When did you know you wanted to
become a farmer?
I think it was in my blood. I loved being
outside, working with animals, and was also
inspired by my four great aunts, who lived
and farmed together near Malvern, and
seemed to have a wonderfully free life at a

‘The meat we do eat
should come from
free range systems

where the animals live
a good life’

You were ahead of the game when it
came to protecting the environment and
using organic methods – what started it
all for you?
Seeing wildlife vanishing as the hedges
were ripped out of the countryside, and
farmers started using increasing amounts
of chemicals. Then, when I was doing my
degree, we were taken to supposedly ‘state
of the art’ pig and poultry units. I was
shocked and outraged by the way they were
treated, and wanted to show it was possible
to give our farmed animals a good life, while
still staying in business.

Where do you think we’re at now
in terms of sustainability? Are we
anywhere near doing enough?
Government and businesses are setting bold

PICTURES BY ELLIOTT NEEP, GRAEME ROBERTSON
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Agroforestry is about bringing trees onto our
farmland, rather than just keeping them in
woods. By mingling trees into our grasslands
or arable cropping, it’s possible to increase
the overall yield by 30% or more, as you
are capturing sunlight, water and nutrients
that would otherwise be wasted by a ‘one
dimensional’ crop. We are growing fruits,
nuts, biomass and timber this way, and trees
for our animals to browse and shelter under;
great for animal welfare. It’s also good for
nature, soils and slowing water flows. But
there has been little research or practice in
the UK until very recently, hence starting to
do some at the farm. It’s a long-term project
compared to most farming activities, as
trees take quite a while to establish and start
producing an income.

Everyone knows the pigs at Eastbrook
Farm are very well-loved – what is it you
love about them?
Pigs are very like people – in both good
and bad ways! They are smart, curious,
competitive and extremely cute when young.
Even after 35 years of farming them, I still
find them entrancing.

I’ve had wonderful dishes such as pig’s
tails at the Royal Oak. Do you have a
favourite unusual cut of meat?

targets, but implementation is way off the
pace it needs to be.

What changes would you like to see in
farming in the UK?
Many farmers now recognise the need
to change, and want to farm in more
regenerative ways, especially regarding soil.
But they need support to do so. Farming is a
long-term game, and they need confidence
that either markets or public money is going
to make low input, ethical approaches viable,
and the knowledge on how to make the
changes too.

What kind of effect has Brexit had for
you?
Appalling. The whole supply chain, from
abattoirs to processing and distribution is
now so fragile. There is a shortage of people
for all kinds of jobs. And exporting is a
nightmare too.

And what about lockdown?
The farm continued as usual through
lockdown. We have little option! Of course,
our pub and hotel was largely closed, though
we opened a shop, started direct deliveries,
fed the NHS night shifts and looked after
key workers at the hotel. It gave us some
breathing space to plan the future too. And
our marketing business was snowed under
with demand, but the team did brilliantly
while largely working from home.

Can you tell us a bit about your interest
in agroforestry – and what it is?

‘It’s a long-term project compared to most
farming activities, as trees take quite a while to

establish and start producing an income’



130 | Living | November 2021

I’m especially enjoying the ‘secretos’ at the
pub just now. They are made from a muscle
in the neck of the pig, pummelled and then
cooked on the Argentinian grill and served
with piri piri sauce… yum!

Where do you stand on veganism?
Should we all be eating less meat?
Yes, we should eat less meat, and the meat
we do eat should come from free range
systems where the animals live a good life,
support nature and soil health. I’d banish
all factory farming tomorrow if I had the
chance. But some meat and dairy in the
diet can be good nutritionally, especially for
people who don’t have access to the skills
and ingredients to prepare a balanced plant-
based diet, and animals have an important
role to play in improving degraded soils, and
helping other species thrive. So I, and the
Soil Association, emphasise ‘less but better’
for those who wish to eat meat, and for
those who don’t, to focus on using high-
quality (ideally organic) ingredients, and not
get lured into eating ultra-processed foods
(which are so bad for us).

‘I, and the Soil
Association,

emphasise ‘less but
better’ for those who

wish to eat meat’
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What inspired you to write your
book, Pig?
Well, I was asked to write a book about
pigs, and jumped at the chance. It gave me
the excuse to spend six months immersed
in the lives of the animals I love, to just
spend time with a small group, getting to
know them really well, to just observe...
which is something most of us are rushing
around too much to do. The day to day life
of the farm is woven in too, very much as
it happened over that six months, and my
Soil Association life as well. This was all at
a fascinating and pivotal time, so I hope it
helps the reader understand some of the
wider issues around food and farming, as
well as enjoying the mischievous antics of
characters like Mrs Messy Bed.

What are your hopes and plans for the
coming 12 months?
To achieve a better balance between my life
at the farm and my life off it. I am not sure
I want to be dashing all around the country
quite as fast as I was before lockdown! But
there’s so much urgency to reform our food
and farming system, and as CEO of the Soil
Association, which is in greater demand to
help with this task than ever before, I know
any hankering for a quieter life is likely to be
in vain!

What do you do to relax?
Walk the farm; leave the farm (it’s quite hard
to relax here!), and most importantly, play
squash as often as I can.

Who is your biggest inspiration?
Nature. I know that’s not a ‘who’ but I have
to spend time every day in contact with the
real, rather than the man-made, world.

helenbrowningsorganic.co.uk
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The British Virgin Islands is the perfect place to tie the knot, no matter what
kind of island paradise you’re dreaming of getting married on

CELEBRATE IN STYLE

C
lose your eyes and picture
the scene. Powdery sand
between your toes; warm
water lapping gently at your
feet; a soft breeze on your
skin and someone you’ve

not seen for a long, long time by your side.
Breath in, breath out and relax. As the world
slowly reopens, now is the time to think
about spending quality time with the people
we’ve missed the most. Not that an excuse is
needed, but a postponed wedding would do,
or a big birthday, or a family reunion.

Where better to do this than the heavenly
British Virgin Islands? A magical archipelago
of 60 islands scattered like jewels across the
Caribbean, just east of Puerto Rico. The main
islands are Tortola, with Road Town, Virgin
Gorda, Anegada and Jost Van Dyke.

With a host of beautiful beaches, stunning
hotels, idyllic private islands, wonderful
beachfront resorts and spectacular private
villas, there is something for everyone – all

helped along by a laid-back vibe that takes
relaxation to another level. When it comes
to weddings in the BVI, a marriage license
is easy to obtain, and the certificate is valid
internationally. Add to this the most beautiful
settings for the ceremony, the reception and
the honeymoon – and its all plain sailing.

Necker Island must be one of the most
romantic private islands in the world. Not
only did owner Sir Richard Branson get
married here, but so did his daughter so

the islands team is exceptional at creating
the perfect wedding day. Every wedding is
bespoke, and couples are encouraged to
let their imaginations run wild. Couples’
favourite spots are Turtle Beach and Main
Beach with plenty of space for both intimate
and larger weddings.

Say, "I do" at Scrub Island Resort, Spa
& Marina, just off the coast of Tortola,
a 230-acre private island bursting with
Caribbean charm. Recently named among
Travel + Leisure magazines Best Secret Islands
on Earth and Conde Nast Travellers Top
Caribbean Resorts, this is one of the BVIs
most popular wedding destinations.

Accessible only by boat or helicopter, the
secluded Oil Nut Bay on the eastern corner
of Virgin Gorda is perfect for a small wedding
for just two or for a 150-guest extravaganza.
Couples can overlook the sea on the arrival
dock in front of their wedding party, have
a romantically lit poolside ceremony at the
Beach Club or opt for a dreamy dinner

‘As the world slowly
reopens, now is the
time to think about

spending quality time
with the people we’ve

missed the most’

Mar Javierto, CocoMaya
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at the Pavilion. After the ceremony, most
couples stay on in the BVI to enjoy their
honeymoon. There is so much to see and do,
with sunny days, balmy nights, superb sailing,
breath-taking views, snorkelling, fishing and
water sports. The BVI is the place for island
hopping by private yacht, disappearing into
a fabulous private villa or just relaxing at a
gorgeous resort.

With great holidays, comes great food.
The BVI has a diverse culinary scene; a
colourful melting pot, with restaurants to
suit the most special of occasions. On Virgin
Gorda, the chic, beachfront CocoMaya, a
few feet away from the turquoise waters of
the Sir Francis Drake Channel, offers a menu
described as exotic, vibrant, playful and
delicious! Asian-inspired shared plates burst
with flavour. A favourite on the sushi menu is
the signature deep fried CocoMaya roll with
tempura shrimp, avocado and spicy Mayo.

bvitourism.co.uk

Also on Virgin Gorda, on the grounds of a
sugar cane plantation, with sensational views
of Nail Bay, is Sugarcane Restaurant, a much-
loved hub of island dining and local spirit,
buzzing with activity all day long. Everything
on the menu uses the freshest ingredients,
doused in local flavour from lobster fritters
dipped in pineapple coulis to juicy Angus
burgers all round perfect for all the family.

For an utterly memorable culinary
experience, head to Tropical Fusion on
Tortola, where award-winning head chef
Kenneth Molyneaux creates some of the
most mouth-watering dishes in the BVI. Just
a short stroll over the hill from Little Apple
Bay, with the mesmerising view of Long Bay,
Tropical Fusion Beach Bar & Grill is a foodie
must on anyone’s list.

And as the sun goes down, the place to
head to is Bananakeet Café, perched high on
Windy Hill above Carrot Bay on Tortola. The
sunset sea-and-mountain views are stunning,
so arrive early for the pre-dinner happy hour.
Locals and visitors come here to enjoy the
spectacular sunset with a complimentary
sundowner shot. Theres great food as well at
Bananakeet Café of course.

‘Don’t miss the cocktail
menu centred around
white and dark rums,
pepped up by freshly
squeezed fruit juices’

TRAVEL

Bananakeet, Dame Peters

CocoMay,
Duke Photography

Virgin Limited
Edition, Necker Island

Scrub Island Resort,
Spa & Marina
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On a trip to Hamburg, Bremen and Bremerhaven, Gemma Bradley
finds all the right ingredients for a green escape

GREEN GERMANY

C
limate change has
increasingly become one of
the biggest topics of concern
for leaders worldwide, but
Germany is among the few
countries making strides to

ensure that sustainability is simply par for
the course.

Hamburg, Bremen and Bremerhaven are
all on the path to becoming sustainable cities,
with cycling paths in abundance and public
transport links that are some of the best in the
world. There couldn’t be better options for
environmentally-friendly urban breaks.

Beautiful Bremerhaven
My trip begins with a two-hour carpool ride
in an electric Mercedes-Benz EQV from
Hamburg airport to Bremerhaven, a small but
fun-filled sustainable city, located next to the
river Elba.

Bremerhaven is home to the Atlantic Hotel
Sail City, a fully ‘green hotel’ that prides itself
on lowering its carbon footprint through
rigorous food waste rules, where all food
wastage is weighed daily to allow the hotel to
continually monitor and limit losses.

The 120-room hotel also has a cluster of
beehives on its roof, home to 240,000 bees,
and the honey collected is used in the hotel.

Restaurant Strom, located in the hotel,
also offers a huge array of sustainable meals,
locally-sourced where possible.

Right next door to the hotel is the
Klimahaus Bremerhaven 8° Ost (climate
house), an interactive museum that brings
visitors on a journey through the world
along the eighth longitude, experiencing
each country’s climate zones up close, from
freezing Antarctica to humid Cameroon.

The Klimahaus also has a huge variety of
animals native to each climate, from snakes
and insects to electric eels, which can be seen
up close throughout a guided tour.

Socially enterprising Bremen
After a short transfer by tram to Bremen,
we visit a Gemüsewerft, an urban gardening
project and beer garden located on an
old truck parking lot surrounded by
building projects.

The true uniqueness of this social
non-profit company is its staff. The garden
employs people with mental illnesses as well
as mental and emotional disabilities to work
alongside their own staff base, and gives them
key customer facing roles within the business.

Some have been here for 15 years and
others simply stay for a few months, before
going to other social care facilities.

Skyline of Bremerhaven

Atlantic Hotel Sail City
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The company sees themselves as more
of a ‘flagship’ store for food education, as
they are too small to provide food for the
whole community.

They do, however, supply some local
restaurants with fresh produce – including
Canova Bremen, a high-end restaurant located
in the city centre that operates on the key
principles of being regional, sustainable,
seasonal and fair to the environment.

Bremen has more cycle paths than most
other German towns, and the city borders are
made up of green parks with a variety of cycle
paths, rather than a physical wall.

Environmentally healthy Hamburg
A 40-minute train ride brings us to Hamburg,
one of the top 10 world’s greenest cities,
according to their official tourism website,
and winner of a US Green City of the Year
design award 2021.

The city of 1.8 million people is jam-
packed with things to do, from guided
historical walking tours, to hanging out in
bars and restaurants on every corner.

What makes Hamburg unique is its ‘city
coast’; the huge river Elba runs through it
and there are even some mini sandy beaches
dotted around.

Within Hamburg is the HafenCity, the
largest urban development project in Europe
located in the former harbour district. A
huge attraction is the Elbphilharmonie, a
magnificent concert hall expertly designed
so that the sound resonates exactly the same,
regardless of where you are sitting.

germany.travel

We spend our final two nights in Hamburg
at the Raphael Hotel Walderhaus, another
sustainability-focused enterprise. Made
entirely of solid wood, The Walderhaus
building contains both the Raphael Hotel
Walderhaus and the Science Centre Wald, a
small museum dedicated to the topic of wood
and climate change.

The museum is accessible via the hotel
lobby and has various interactive aspects that
allow people to explore the ecological system
whilst learning about climate.

The only drawback of the Science Centre
Wald is that all written commentary is entirely
in German. However, there are many staff
members around that will happily translate
and offer a full guided tour.

In the centre of Hamburg, there are
options for a sustainable boat tour on the
Alster lake, including a one-hour tour on the
Solarschiff Alstersonne, a fully solar-powered
ship in use since 2000.

The boat tour takes you across the river
through Hamburg, and is accompanied with a
narration detailing the history of the city.

Hamburg is famous for its red light
district, the Reeperbahn, but nestled within
the ‘sinful mile’ is a small sustainable
streetwear shop Bidges and Sons, with a
vegan restaurant and rooftop decking.

It was founded in 2013 by the two
brothers Markus and Andy.

Germany is one of the leading European
countries for sustainability, and in Bremen,
Bremerhaven and Hamburg, you can be sure
of a fun, busy and green trip.

TRAVEL

Bremen marketplace

Elbphilharmonie in Hamburg

Pingelturm, historic
beacon at the harbour
of Bremerhaven

Klimahaus Bremerhaven
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TITLE: The Retreat
AUTHOR: Alison Moore
PUBLISHED BY: Salt
PRICE: £9.99
The quality of Alison Moore’s
prose was clear right from when
her debut novel, The Lighthouse,
was shortlisted for the Booker
Prize back in 2012.

The Retreat is her sixth adult
novel (Moore has also written
short stories and for children),
and her writing remains as fresh
and distinct as ever.

Sandra has been fascinated by
the island of Lieloh ever since she
holidayed on the neighbouring
Liel as a child.

The islands are a hundred
miles off the English coast, close
to France but not French, and
very much their own places.

Lieloh is a private island, for
many years home to film actress
Valerie Swanson: the closest
Sandra could get was to walk
along the Liel seafront and watch
through binoculars. Then, years
later, after the death of Swanson,

Terrific, tantalising tales – book reviews by Tom Bromley

THE READING ROOM
TITLE: The Shadows of Men
AUTHOR: Abir Mukherjee
PUBLISHED BY: Harvill Secker
PRICE: £12.99
Abir Mukherjee’s Wyndham
and Banerjee books are for
my money one of the best
crime series currently out
there. Following the exploits of
Imperial Police Force members
Captain Sam Wyndham and
Sergeant Surendranath Banerjee,
the series brings the tensions of
1920s India under British rule
brilliantly to life.

This fifth instalment finds
Banerjee under arrest for the
murder of a popular Hindu
theologian. Banerjee has been
framed, discovering the body
while trailing a Bombay financier
and leading light of the Union of
Islam. But when the officer who
ordered his surveillance is injured
in a bomb attack, it is down to
Wyndham and a now on-the-run
Banerjee to prove what really
happened. As Calcutta struggles
under the riots unleashed by

TITLE: Today a Woman Went
Mad in the Supermarket
AUTHOR: Hilma Wolitzer
PUBLISHED BY: Bloomsbury
PRICE: £14.99
In a supermarket, a shopper is
stopped by a woman blocking
the aisle with her trolley and two
small children, “transfixed as if
caught in some great thought”.
When the shopper asks if she
can through, the woman grips
her cart and says simply, “there is
no end it.”

The opening and title piece in
this collection of short stories is
riven with mystery and intrigue,
and told with a sharp, sideways
glance at everyday life. Hilma
Wolitzer has been publishing
short stories for over fifty years,
but this collection is the first time
that she has been published in the
UK. The stories chosen stretch
from these supermarket scenes
in the late 1960s right through to
the present-day pandemic. And
although separate, many focus on

TITLE: In Every
Mirror She’s Black
AUTHOR: Lolá
Ákínmádé Åkerström
PUBLISHED BY: Head of Zeus
PRICE: £18.99
Kemi Ademayi is stuck. A
successful marketing executive,
she has hit a career ceiling and
her love life is little better. So
when she is headhunted by
the CEO of Sweden’s largest
marketing firm to become their
Diversity Officer, the chance to
leave the US for Stockholm feels
too good to turn down.

That same CEO, Jonny Von
Lundin, is also to upturn the life
of Brittany-Rae Johnson, a former
model turned flight attendant.
He becomes infatuated with her,
a passion that is hard for Brittany
to resist. Meanwhile, back in
Sweden, refugee Muna is coming
to terms with the loss of her
family on their escape to Europe.
Rebuilding her life, she gets a job
cleaning Jonny’s office...

In Every Mirror She’s Black
tells the interweaving stories of
three Black women who, for very
different reasons, are starting
new lives in Scandinavia. There
are powerful, important themes
underpinning the narrative, but
what really shines through is
the distinctness of the different
characters and the depiction of
real lives and emotions.

the theologian’s murder, the
investigation takes the duo to
Bombay.

While the previous books
have focused more on
Wyndham, The Shadows of
Men sees the viewpoint more
balanced between the two
main protagonists, resulting in
a compelling switchback ride
between storylines.

the same married couple, Paulie
and Howard, as their lives are
followed through.

Like fellow American
short story writers Raymond
Carver and Laurie Moore,
Hilma Wolitzer’s skill is to
capture what on the surface
seems like ordinary lives, but
uncovering the extraordinary that
lies underneath.

the island is opened up as an
artistic retreat.

Sandra snatches at the
opportunity to visit what she
has long seen as an “island of
happiness”.

But far from inspiring her
creativity, the retreat turns out to
be anything but, becoming darker
and stranger with every turn...
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Parenting expert Suzie Hayman looks at the top concerns parents have of
their children making the adjustments to going back to school

SCHOOL WORRIES

B
eing a parent means you
worry about your kids. Add
in concerns about how social
distancing and pandemic-
enforced home-schooling
might have affected them,

and parental fretting can go off the scale.
Indeed, new research suggests staying at

home for most of the last 18 months has led
to 43% of parents worrying their children will
struggle to readjust to school this term, with
concerns they will be bullied, or find it hard
to make friends again.

The study, by the tutoring platform
MyTutor (mytutor.co.uk), also found parents
are concerned about back-to-school issues
as diverse as children being left behind
academically because of below par home
education, to kids eating poorly because they
have become used to reaching for junk food
as a comfort during the lockdowns.

Parenting expert Suzie Hayman, a
trustee at the parenting charity Family Lives
(familylives.org.uk), says: “There may be a

whole reshuffling of the relationships within
a class or school, because pupils are coming
back different to what they were before.
There will be a lot of kids that’ll worry about
things as basic as ‘How do I talk?’

“But remember that everybody’s in
the same boat – we’ve all been through
a pandemic.”

The MyTutor research identified the top
back-to-school worries for parents, and here
Hayman discusses why mums and dads might
be so concerned...

1. Worried their home-schooling
has negatively impacted their child’s
education (44%)
“Some parents did struggle with home
education throughout the pandemic, and
when children went back to school, a lot were
way behind,” agrees Hayman, who points
out many children routinely go back after
the summer holidays having lost the previous
term’s learning because of the big gap.

“That’s bad enough,” she says, “but this

year I imagine a lot of teachers will be tearing
their hair out because some children will have
lost nearly two years’ education.”

2. Worried about their child making
friends or being bullied (43%)
Children often bully because of something
happening in their life outside school,
observes Hayman, who suggests some
children will try to get control in their life
through bullying.

“In a lot of cases, children come to school
already in a difficult position – something’s
happening at home that’s making them feel
bad, and they pass on the bad feelings by
bullying other children,” she says. “That’s
going to be exacerbated in the current
situation, and parents might worry their
child’s had a blissful 18 months free of
bullying and is going straight back into it.
Conversely, what children have experienced
during the pandemic may have made them
upset or angry, and thinking they’ll feel better
by pushing somebody around.”
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3. Worried about whether their child
is eating the right things (40%)
The research found the stress of being
socially isolated, home learning and fearing
the spread of coronavirus has led to many
children comfort eating junk food.

Hayman points out that while many kids
have learned to cook during the pandemic,
other families may have often opted for
takeaways. “Kids could have got into bad
habits about what they eat,” says Hayman.

“If you’re worried about what your child’s
eating, worry about what you’re eating. It
doesn’t take much more time to rustle up a
good homemade meal than it does to order
and reheat a takeaway. And yes, you could
give them a healthy packed lunch for school,
but will they eat it if they’re unsupervised?
They need a good example set at home.”

4. Worried about their child’s
friendship group (35%)
Some children have been communicating
with friends online for most of the last 18

months, and it’s understandable parents may
be concerned about how they fit into their
friendship group face-to-face, says Hayman.

“They’ve had online friendships, which
in some cases can be much easier,” she
points out. “But throw them into a face-to-
face conversation and it becomes obvious if
they’re the quiet one, and they can be easily
intimidated and worried about it.”

She says parents can help their kids
become more socially confident simply by
talking with them. “Chat over the evening
meal or breakfast – it’s absolutely vital,
because it plugs you into your family. You
should be listening to them and getting them
to chat to you.

“To make friendships, they need to be
able to chat about inconsequentialities,
explain their feelings and listen to other
people’s feelings. That’s the bread and butter
of communication and friendships, and
if they don’t see you demonstrating it, it’s
very difficult for them to learn how to do
it. And this is why one of the necessities of
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a family home is a table around which you
eat together.”

5. Worried their child spends too
much time on social media (34%)
Hayman says there are some good reasons
for parents to worry about this: “Some of
the pitfalls of social media are that kids can
get swept along by people telling lies and
being unpleasant, and find themselves in a
trolling war.

“But the plus side about social media is
that people communicate. Learning how to
express yourself is incredibly valuable – there’s
a lot on social media that”s valuable, so don’t
assume it’s all bad. Talk to them and ask them
to explain what they’re doing. It’s down to
you to demonstrate how to be kind, analytical
and measured, and help them set limits.”

6. Worried their child isn’t
happy (34%)
Hayman stresses parents should praise rather
than damn their children, and children should
learn from failure. “You teach more by being

positive rather than negative, and that goes for
both teachers and parents. We have to watch
what we say and do and how we’re building
our children up,” she explains.

“It’s important to recognise that when
you fail, the lesson is you need to do better
next time, not that you’re a failure. Children
should be allowed to fail at something and
choose whether to try again to see if they can
get better. We need to instil in our children
the trying ethos, not that it’s good to win
first time.

“You’re wanting to be a good enough
parent, not a perfect parent, and you
want your kids to be good enough too,
not perfect.”

7. Worried their child isn’t doing
enough exercise (31%)
Parents need to look to themselves on this
one, and be aware their own lack of exercise
is likely to encourage their children to be
sedentary too. “Give them opportunities
to exercise – facilitate, model and lead as a
parent,” advises Hayman. “Make the time to

exercise yourself, and instil in your child a love
of physical activity.”

8. Worried their child doesn’t find it
easy to communicate how they feel
(28%)
Hayman says sometimes children may find
communicating their feelings is hard because
they’re not sure what they’re feeling. To help
them, she suggests parents and children write
every feeling they can think of on bits of
paper, and put them in a ‘feelings jar’. “When
a child can’t express how they’re feeling,
spread all the slips of paper out and see what
their feeling might be. It helps them put words
to their feelings,” says Hayman.

‘It’s down to you to
demonstrate how to be

kind, analytical and
measured, and help

them set limits’
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Starting savings goals with your children early could
help teach them vital money skills, says Vicky Shaw

SAVINGS SKILLS

C
hristmas may still be a little
stretch away, but if your
child is saving up to buy
festive gifts for others, or to
top up their own presents
perhaps, then now could be

the perfect time to help them understand the
power of saving. Here are some tips from
Louise Hill, co-founder of gohenry (gohenry.
com), an app which, with parental controls,
enables children to learn how to manage
their money...

1. Set savings goals
Hill says: “Christmas is a great opportunity
to teach your child how to budget sensibly.
Rather than just buying things on their behalf,
encourage them to plan ahead and set a
realistic budget for the presents they’d like to
buy. They can then set savings goals well in
advance and work towards buying special gifts
for friends and family.”

The gohenry app, for example, allows
people to set up specific savings goals, such as
‘gift for granny’ or ‘gift for dog’.

2. Prevent pester power
Saving up together can also help a child to
understand the cost of items. This could
potentially prevent ‘pester power’, if a child
has asked for something for Christmas which
is beyond a family’s budget.

Hill suggests that if they’ve asked for a
Christmas present for themselves which is
beyond your spending limit: “Rather than
just giving in, explain that you can help pay
towards it if they save towards it too. That
must-have item may not seem so appealing
if they have to pay for some of it themselves,
so they may end up asking for something else
which is more affordable.”

3. Earn to save
If your child is doing some chores in return
for having their savings topped up, this can
help them understand the power of earning.

“This will give them a sense that the
money is really theirs, and they’ll feel proud
when they’re able to buy something with
money they’ve earned themselves,” says
Hill. “If you already provide a pocket money
allowance, help them allocate part of it
towards their savings goal so they don’t spend
it straight away. You could also give them the
option of taking on additional chores to earn
a little extra towards their gift.”

4. Shop around
To make the most of budgets, Hill suggests
parents can also help their child understand
how shopping around and comparing prices
can help. Looking out for sales, promotions
or discount codes and spotting hidden
delivery charges can also help kids to become
savvy savers.

5. Try homemade
Handmade gifts, such as knitting scarves,
making bookmarks or baking cakes are also
a great way to make those Christmas pennies
go further, Hill suggests.
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BALANCING ACT
F A M I LY • L E A R N I N G • W E L L - B E I N G • N U R S E R Y

These super-cool tees are
from rocketandrose.com

and they’re all £12.99

HIDE and SEEK 5One of these den kits from
The Den Kit Company is
the perfect way to keep

the children outside during
autumn and winter.

Sustainably produced and
tough enough for rough and

tumble, this is a lovely
pre-Christmas treat.
£50, thedenkitco.com

KIDS’ T-SHIRTS WE LOVE

Keep those little toes toasty
and warm with these adorable
handmade felt rabbit slippers.

£29.99, shoppompom.com

SNUGGLE BUNNY
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Keep it COOPER

This industrial locker bench
could be the storage option
you are seeking ahead of
the annual visit from Father
Christmas. Practical, stylish and
spacious, it will hold everything
that comes down the chimney.
£329, cuckooland.com

STORE IT UP!

Inspired by her daughter, Brit
designer Jade Holland Cooper will

soon be launching the Little Holland
Cooper range. Here is a sneak peak

of what’s to come…

Reversible Little Puffer in
liquorice houndstooth, £149

Little Montana parka, £199

Baby snowsuit in houndstooth, £149

IT’S EASY
BEING GREEN

Inspire the next
generation of recyclers
with this toy recycling
truck (£37.95) from

Cuckooland.

Out of
thissis world

Make your little star’s day with
this beautifully designed eco-
friendly intergalactic puzzle.

£14.95, shoppompom.com
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Ian Lamming has a fling with Toyota’s new hybrid model the Highlander
and finds it perfectly matches his requirements

TOP DRAWER
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Hybrids do not come
any better than those

offered by Toyota,
which was the first to
get into them more

than two decades ago
and now leads the

field thanks to years of
development

F
our hundred and twenty two
miles, in a day. Now that’s
excessive, especially when it
comprises mixed motoring.
I should be exhausted, achy,
head pounding, but I’m not.

Instead, I feel, well, normal, happy, contented
and the reason is the sheer quality of the car
that has been my steed.

The 7.15am starting point is the Lake
District, and journey’s end the same 15 hours
later. In the middle is a diverse range of road
conditions, from motorway to high speed
A roads, narrow lanes and traffic-choked
towns and cities, including Barnard Castle,
York, Hull and Durham. That’s what you get
when you have a rugby-playing schoolboy in
tow and a late photographic job at a North
East hotel.

But it’s all fine and dandy thanks to the
brand new Toyota Highlander, a massive

seven-seater SUV powered by a trusty petrol/
electric motor.

Hybrids do not come any better than
those offered by Toyota, which was the first
to get into them more than two decades ago
and now leads the field thanks to years of
development.

The 2.5 litre petrol/electric is a fourth
generation self-charging system providing up
to 80 per cent emissions-free driving.

Acceleration is smooth and powerful
and Highlander can tow loads of up to two
tonnes. Yet the trip computer reads 42mpg
on long journeys and the huge Toyota is such
a relaxed drive that it munches miles like you
would not believe.

When and where it can the EV takes the
strain, giving the 2.5 litre petrol motor respite
and lowering cabin noise to barely more
than a whisper. The benefits to the driver are
immense as noise, harshness and vibration

MOTORING
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normally have a wearing effect on pilot and
passengers alike. When they are absent then
life is so much more relaxed.

The final leg home allows me to make the
most of the JBL hi-fi, hooking it up with my
iPhone and Spotify to listen and sing along
with my favourite tunes. No wonder I’m
hoarse but happy when I pull into the drive.

C omfort levels really are
exemplary in the mammoth
Toyota. Internal space is
vast and the panoramic
sunroof seems to add infinite

levels of head room. The multi-adjustable
driving position is spot on and the general
ergonomics seem perfect to me. Dials are
clear, controls easy to use. Highlander
really does have a fabulous interior with
nothing to distract or detract from the
driving experience.

With almost 250BHP on tap and
a seamless, responsive CVT gearbox,
performance is never wanting. It is powerful,
smooth, all you could ever need for today’s
roads, and economical to boot. Then,
somehow, Toyota manages to combine this
with a dynamic chassis that seems to shrink
what is a truly large vehicle into something
surprisingly agile. The ride is utterly
composed, all-wheel-drive grip self-assured
and handling comfortable and controlled.

Highlander is practical and
accommodating too. There are cubbyholes
galore, places for drinks and trinkets and
ports to plug in your digital devices. With all
seven seats in place there is still a boot, but
when you only need the first two rows the
load bay is massive.

Smart 20in alloys finish off nicely the
attractive well-proportioned looks so there
is literally nothing to find fault with on this
endearing and capable SUV. If you have many
miles to travel, rugby fixtures to support and
jobs to do, this is definitely the vehicle for you.

TOYOTA HIGHLANDER HYBRID AWD
XCEL PREMIUM

• Engine: 2.5 petrol plus electric
• Power: 248BHP
• 0-62mph: 8.3secs
• Top speed: 111mph
• Combined: 39.7MPG
• Transmission: CVT
• CO2 g/km: 159
• Price: £52,590

At a glance
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Jonathan Crouch admires the evolutionary redesign of
the sixth generation Subaru Outback

BACK ONCE AGAIN

A
lmost everything is different
with this sixth generation
Subaru Outback, but
ultimately, not much
has really changed. Not
even for this new era of

electrification. But it’s still the toughest, most
capable 4x4 estate out there.

Existing Outback owners won’t want
anything radically different to what was
served up before – so most will like the
evolutionary redesign that features here. This
sixth generation version looks more athletic
than before, but retains a tough and rugged
demeanour that sets it apart from less capable
segment rivals.

Inside, it feels more spacious than the
previous generation model. Avoid entry-level
trim and you get Subaru’s latest 11.6-inch
central display screen, part of a completely
revamped infotainment system. Rear seat
space benefits from an increase in the
bodywork’s total length. The luggage area,
accessed via Subaru’s very first hands-free

For people who
don’t want an SUV
but are looking for
the toughest, most
durable 4x4 estate
out there, this is it

MOTORING

powered tailgate, is larger too, rated at
522-litres and extendable to 2,143-litres with
the seats 60:40-split-folded.

Like its predecessor, this MK6 Outback
uses a 2.5-litre petrol engine, though this
one has been much improved and, as
before, is paired to Lineartronic CVT auto
transmission. On-road handling is improved
by the adoption of a stiffer Subaru Global

Platform; and an active torque vectoring
system now been engineered into the AWD
set-up (Subaru calls it SAWD).

There is also enhanced off-road
performance, thanks to an evolved X-MODE
system, with Hill Descent Control for slippery
slopes. The high 213mm ground clearance
maximises approach, departure and ramp
angles, minimising the risk of the bumpers
or chassis getting damaged or stuck. This
Outback also boasts a 2,000kg braked or
750kg unbraked towing capacity.

Subaru needs to reach a wider market, but
there was little point in radically changing this
Outback in order to find it. We are surprised
that this sixth generation model doesn’t
feature the company’s latest Boxer Hybrid
tech, but we doubt whether this will bother
likely customers very much. For people who
don’t want an SUV but are looking for the
toughest, most durable 4x4 estate out there,
this is it – slightly better at drive dynamics,
interior comfort and efficiency than it
was before.
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Ian Lamming finds stonking performance and
economy in the amazing Hyundai Tucson Hybrid

HYBRID HEAVEN

Y
ou could be forgiven
for thinking that hybrid
technology is all altruistic
and ecological, about
economy and saving the
icecaps – and in some

instances it is.
I have one of those hybrids and while it

couldn’t pull the skin of a rice pudding it does
achieve a squillion miles per gallon, which is
what I need, or face bankruptcy buying liquid
gold, sorry, I mean £7-a-gallon petrol, to pay
for the ground I cover.

That’s one view, the other is about
performance, brute strength, tyre shredding
appeal and the new Hyundai Tucson Hybrid
does seem to lean towards the latter rather
than the former.

This Judge Dredd-mobile, with its dystopic
snarling grille and scary LED running lights,
simply flies out of the trap. That’s because
the 1.6 litre petrol engine not only has electric
back-up but also a turbocharger and that is
a combination that hurls 230PS at the time/
space continuum via a silky-smooth six-speed
automatic gearbox.

Expect the benchmark 60mph sprint time
to pop up in under eight seconds as it flies
onto a limited top speed of 120mph. Pick-up
is instant thanks to the Tube train-like electric
motor, mid-range has true wallop as EV joins
the muscle of turbo-powered torque and
cruising goes all switcheroo floating along

on electric when it can, returning to internal
combustion where it can’t.

Nothing to worry your pretty heads about,
the Tucson does everything automatically and
somehow even manages to record silly mpg.
My average seems to weigh in around 42, but
then I have a heavy right foot, yet slow stuff
around the country lanes sees this figure shoot
up to over 62, which is impressive.

Ride is fine, steering quick with plenty of
feel and grip and handling are great. It’s a
driver’s car, that’s for sure, especially when
you unleash the 230PS – wahey!

I love the look too with that aggressive
front end, contemporary rear and perfect
proportions, with short overhangs and
chunky 19in alloys. It looks all hard and
muscular, a car not to be messed with, which
is just the ticket as aggression on our roads
seems to increase exponentially.

Inside is spacious, well-equipped with
touchscreen infotainment, high quality
plastics and trim and brilliant ergonomics.
Long journeys are dispatched with aplomb
and it’s so much fun to drive that you never
seem to tire of being behind its wheel.

Whether your motives are those of a
good global citizen or the self-centredness of
someone who just loves to drive, the Tucson
Hybrid is an excellent option definitely
worth considering.

MOTORING
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Jonathan Crouch adds up all the small improvements Peugeot has made to the 2008
and, along with the striking front end, find they add up to something major

PARTY LIKE IT'S 2008

P
eugeot's second generation
2008 is a small SUV that
offers an arguably more
sophisticated take on the kind
of little urban crossover-style
design popularised by cars

like Nissan's Juke. This MK2 design gets a
new platform, a fresh look and a completely
redesigned interior, all of it targeting what the
brand hopes will be a younger buyer. There's
an all-electric version too.

Visually, this 2008 model now resembles
a smaller 3008, being only 150mm shorter
than that car, even though it sits on the PSA
Group's small car platform. Peugeot's exterior
styling director Yann Beurel has given the
2008 a unique character, especially at the
front where the all-LED lighting features claw
and fang-like daytime running lights.

Inside, this MK2 model 2008 sets a new
standard for cabin quality, with more soft-
touch surfaces than you'll find in the various
rival Volkswagen Group small SUVs. You
get more space inside than was offered by
the first generation 2008, thanks to a 60mm
longer wheelbase this time round, plus an
overall length increase of 140mm. Width is
up by 30mm. The cargo area is 10-litres larger
than before at 434-litres.

Despite its beefy looks, the 2008 is still
front-wheel drive only. Engine-wise, there are
three very different powertrains to choose
from. If you know the Peugeot brand, you
might not be too surprised to hear that the
available petrol unit is the 1.2-litre three
cylinder PureTech powerplant, in this case
developing either 100, 130 or 155hp. The
base version is manual only and the 130hp

MOTORING

model is optionally available with an 8-speed
EAT8 auto gearbox that you have to have
on the fastest derivative. The diesel is the
company's usual 1.5-litre BlueHDi engine with
100hp. As for the all-electric e-2008 version,
well just one variant of that is available
featuring a 50kWh battery mated to a 100kW
electric motor, this confection developing
a healthy 134hp and offering a claimed
maximum WLTP range of 193 miles.

As with most models of this kind, on
paper, the advantages being offered over
a standard supermini in space, styling and
potential driving flexibility appear at first
glance to be small. In practice though, they
add up to a car that feels a far more rounded,
more complete family tool – not as a primary
runabout perhaps, but a perfect second
family vehicle.
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Ian Lamming plugs in to the benefits of Kia’s latest Sorento for a short break and
discovers it’s a great way to wean yourself off the internal combustion engine

MAGICAL DRIVE

T
here is no better occasion to
test a vehicle than when you
are having a few days away,
to the point where great
thought and planning goes
into car bookings.

So, I need a car that is spacious enough to
carry people and their gubbins in complete
comfort, that looks smart because it’s always
good to try and impress, that is powerful and
reliable enough to get you there stress-free
but economical enough not to upset the bank
account. Surely, I’ll need a magic wand for
all that

Hmmm? I’m thinking Kia, SUV, hybrid
then. Better still, a plug-in hybrid where you
get even more power and economy. So the
new Sorento PHEV becomes the chariot of
choice for a foray to the Cotswolds, via Harry
Potter studios of course.

That’s a trek and not that pleasant a one
either. Miles of tedious motorway made
even more challenging by roadworks, dire
service stations and too much traffic. Worse
still, a road closure soon into the journey
re-routes the big Kia through parts of Greater
Manchester I didn’t even know existed. Nice.

Then, in the blink of an eye, there’s

Watford, we are south of the Gap and pulling
into the magical world of Warner Brothers.
Didn’t the Kia do well?

Teenage son had the choice of six seats
(he’s too young to pilot this seven-seater) and
opted for the sliding, reclining middle row to
watch his movies in the spacious, comfortable
interior, his mobile DVD player hooking
easily on to the headrest and plugging into
a choice of power ports. I’m not even sure
he realised he’d left home, particularly as he
hadn’t helped pack the gargantuan boot.

Mother had tapped all the way there on
her laptop, filling the magazines she edits so
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It’s a great looking car
from any angle with a

delightful interior

KIA SORENTO 1.6 T-GDi PHEV ‘3’
• Engine: 1.6 petrol plug-in hybrid
• Power: 261BHP
• 0-62mph: 8.4 secs
• Top speed: 119mph
• Combined MPG: 176
• Transmission: six-speed auto AWD
• CO2 g/km: 38
• Price: £49,555

At a glance

diligently and I’d just cruised along in perfect
comfort, listening to the 12 speaker hi-fi,
happy in the knowledge that this very large yet
easy to manage family car was quaffing the
unleaded at the reasonable rate of 57 miles
per gallon. Nice.

Harry Potter dreams sated – I love the
studios – it’s time to head North up to the
Cotswolds where narrow country lanes might
become the nemesis of this large vehicle,
walls and hedges presenting Voldemort-esque
threats to our hero’s bodywork.

Strangely, the behemoth Kia seems to
shrink under the command of the driver’s
care. Like the view from the witch’s broom,
the seating position is so commanding, that
driving Sorento is easy in any conditions,
whether that’s down country lanes or in
crowded towns and villages.

And when you have left it safely among the
masses it is easy to relocate as its enormous
proportions, smiling tiger grille and huge road
presence leave it standing out from the crowd.

It’s a great looking car from any angle with
a delightful interior that oozes quality in every
sphere. Designers have waved their magic
wand over an interior second to none. The
virtual clocks are clever, the wide touchscreen
is flanked by touch-buttons with haptics.

Plug-in hybrids are a great way to wean
you off the internal combustion engine. For
those to scaredy-cat to go full electric for fear
of running out of charge, they provide the
comfort of petrol so you’ll never run out of
charge. If you can be bothered to plug it in
then the EV, fully-charged, will take you 35
miles, up to 43 in towns and cities. If you
don’t, the electric motor still works with the
turbocharged petrol dropping it onto full
electric where it can. It’s an amazing combo
as it offers impressive performance (how
else would you see figures of 261BHP from
a 1.6 litre petrol), brilliantly low emissions
and excellent fuel consumption figures – the
product of the dark arts indeed – adding
to the magic of an enjoyable trip away
from home.

MOTORING
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Jonathan Crouch believes that, from the way it looks to what it packs under the hood,
Hyundai's IONIQ 5 can go toe to toe with Europe's most advanced brands

FIVE STAR

H
aving shaken up the
market with its very first
IONIQ, Hyundai does so
again with this far more
sophisticated IONIQ 5.

How to start in
describing the way the IONIQ 5 looks?
Perhaps with its aggressive clamshell nose
section that'll have drivers squinting in the
rear view mirrors at the fabulous 8-bit LED
matrix lights with their 256 cubic pixels. Then
there's the 'Zorro'-style profile panel slashes,
the forward-leaning C-pillars, the flush door
handles and the neat spoiler that's actually
a wing with airflow slots. Ex-Lamborghini
designer Luc Donckerwolke has even allowed
for a solar panel roof which powers the car's
ancillary electrical systems and can sometimes
energise the battery too. Style-wise, this could
be either a crossover or a high riding hatch,
depending on your perspective.

Inside, there's plenty to talk about

too, dual 12.3-inch screens dominating
the dashboard and lovely front seats with
limo-like deployable calf rests and a reclined
'Relaxion' pre-set mode. Some of the haptic
touch buttons aren't particularly successful,
but there are plenty of them, so not everything
is buried in sub-screen menus. Thanks to a
3-metre wheelbase even larger than something
like a BMW X5, there's loads of room in the
back, aided by seats able to electrically slide

fore and aft by up to 135mm. Boot capacity
is ample at 531-litres – or 1,600-litres with the
rear bench folded. There's also further 'frunk'
storage under the signature clamshell bonnet.

The driving range figures are very class-
competitive, a 58kWh rear wheel drive model
offering a combined range of up to 240 miles.
A 73kWh rear wheel drive model delivers a
combined range of up to 300 miles, while a
73kWh all-wheel drive variant has a range of
up to 287 miles. The IONIQ 5 features 800V
charging as standard, which when combined
with a 350kW ultra-rapid charger will provide
an 80% charge in just 18 minutes and 62 miles
of driving range in five minutes.

If the IONIQ 5 isn't enough to position
Hyundai toe to toe with the most advanced
offerings from European brand automotive
design, it's hard to imagine what would be. It
looks arresting and lacks nothing in terms of
the latest EV technology. But if it is, this car is
one you need to try.

It looks arresting
and lacks nothing

in terms of the latest
EV technology. But
this car is one you

need to try
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PEOPLE

MY WILTSHIRE

LIZA EDWARDS
Liza talks about her abiding love for whippets and reveals her favourite

dog-walking destination in the county

D og-lover Liza Edwards runs her
home boarding service Just for
Whippets from her house in
South Marston. She tells us what

she loves about Wiltshire and shares some of
her favourite doggy walks...

Tell us a bit about Just For Whippets
We opened our doors to whippet guests
earlier in June of this year. Like many
whippet owners, I have struggled in the past
to find appropriate care for our whippet
Finn while we are away. I couldn’t bear the
thought of putting him into kennels, because
like most whippets, he is a sensitive soul, and
I knew he would find a kennel environment
much too stressful.

Finn is a beloved member of our family,
so finding someone I could trust to care for
him without feeling guilty was a daunting
task. I wanted to find somewhere with a
home from home feel, where the people
understood and had experience of the breed,
and where he would be loved as if he were
with family.

When I couldn’t find anywhere suitable,
I thought I must have been the only one
out there. However, when I shared my
struggles with fellow whippet owners, I soon
realised that I wasn’t alone and that others
shared the same concerns. So after a few
years of planning, I now provide a licensed
home boarding service exclusively designed
for whippets.

What is it you love about whippets?
They’re such gentle, loyal dogs and are
certainly unique as a breed and have such
distinctive ways. Whether it’s their love of
fluffy blankets and comfy sofas, their hatred
of the cold and rain, or enjoyment of a
speedy game of chase with one of their kind,
they are definitely full of character. Their
sleek design and short coats make them
easy to keep clean during the winter. I think
they make the perfect companions. After all,
what’s not to love about a whippet?

What is your favourite walk with
the dogs?
Stanton Park in Stanton Fitzwarren is one of
our favourite places to walk. I love exploring
its expansive woods and parkland, and it’s
the perfect place for whippet adventures.
I’m fortunate enough to have Stanton Park
practically on my doorstep, with it only just a
few minutes’ drive away.

What is the best thing about living in
Wiltshire?
I think that Wiltshire is the perfect county
for dog walking with its varied and beautiful
countryside. I feel lucky to have so many
great places to walk in the local area.

Where is your favourite place to eat
and drink?
The Saracens Head Hotel in Highworth has
to be my favourite place to eat out. It’s the
perfect place to catch up with friends with its
friendly, relaxed atmosphere and they always
serve great food.

What is your favourite shop?
The Three Trees Farm shop just outside
of Swindon is a great place to shop. It is
always stocked with lovely local products,
and the café definitely serves the best
cooked breakfasts!

Which is the best view in the county?
It would have to be the view down onto the
lake from Stanton House Hotel. The parkland
with its ancient trees is stunning, especially
this time of year when the autumn colours
are just coming into their own.

What do you do to relax?
Along with my husband Richard, I am a keen
gardener. I find gardening very calming, and

it gives me time to think and reflect. We are
fortunate that our garden has room for a
vegetable plot, and most years we manage
to grow an array of vegetables.

What is your favourite dog movie of all
time and why?
My favourite movie is The Snowman and
Snow Dog. Although only a short film, it
was a favourite of my daughter Rosie. The
film brings back many happy memories of
Christmases past when my children were
still young.

What are you hoping for Christmas this
year?
After the uncertainty of Christmas 2020, I
hope to spend a relaxed Christmas with my
family and enjoy some good cheer, good
food and lots of lovely dog walks.

What are your plans for 2022?
To continue to welcome my lovely whippet
guests for their holidays. Also to spread the
word about Just for Whippets specialist
home boarding service. I would love to be
able to help more whippet owners have a
long-awaited break without worrying about
their beloved family members while they
are away.

justforwhippets.com/

‘I think that Wiltshire is the perfect county
for dog walking with its varied and

beautiful countryside’
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